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-ooOoo- 
 

Dedicated: to all aboriginal, “First Nation” peoples, native to Wisconsin - many of 
which were compelled to relocate from lands that they had occupied for centuries. 

 
Figure 1.  Artist's concept of a Potawatomi

2
 village (during the Fall season of the year). 
 

The Potawatomi were probably the first native people encountered by exploratory members of the 
“Western Emigration Company”. 
 

-ooOoo- 

                                                 
1
 The word Wisconsin has its origins in the name given to the Wisconsin River by one of the Algonquian 

speaking American Indian groups living in the region at the time of European contact, probably the Miami 
word "meskonsing" (it lies red), later corrupted to "Ouisconsin" by French explorers. 
2
 A Native American people of the upper Mississippi River region. They traditionally speak the Potawatomi 

language, a member of the Algonquian lingual family. In the Potawatomi language, they generally call 
themselves Bodéwadmi, a name that means "keepers of the fire". 
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Journal of Proceedings 

Volume 1 
by the Wisconsin Legislature, Senate – 1856 

  

APPENDIX No. 14. 

  
A SKETCH OF THE EARLY HISTORY OF KENOSHA COUNTY WISCONSIN 

AND OF THE  
WESTERN EMIGRATION COMPANY  

  
BY REV. JASON LOTHROP

3
. 

  

A full and complete history of Kenosha county is not pretended in this short account. Other 

statements have been made particularly that of Hon. M. Frank
4
 in his "Sketch of the Early History 

and Subsequent Settlement of Southport
5
", which gives as correct and general a view of the first 

settlement as could be expected from one not on the ground at the time; for the author of that 
publication was not here till two of the most trying years had past. He evidently, however, took 
great pains to give a correct view of the whole series of events transpiring in the settlement of the 
place. 
  
In the following narrative, it will be seen that I was from the first, acquainted with the formation 
and movements of the "Emigration Company" till its dissolution. Its connection with the interests 
of many others beside the stock holders, created a large interest in its affairs in all this part of the 
new Territory

6
. A very small portion of the facts known to me are here given concerning that 

Company, as they cannot interest the public so many years after the extinction of all its titles. As 
the first settlements of any importance in Kenosha county were made by a company from 
Oswego county, NY., it will be most proper to give something of the history of "The Western 

Emigration Company".   
-ooOoo- 

 

"The Western Emigration Company" 

  

Early in the winter of 1834, a few persons indulging in a wish to emigrate to the West, made 

known to each other their determination. Among these, and probably the first of them, were John 
Bullen Jr., Charles W. Turner, Waters Towsley, James Scott, Dr. B. B. Cary, Jason Lothrop, 
Hudson Bacon, Peter Woodin, Alfred Foster, Orlando Foster, William Bullen, George Bennett, 
and Sidney Roberts. After some occasional conversation upon this design, J. Bullen Jr. invited 
the above named persons to a supper at his house in Hannibal {Oswego Co., NY.}, and to spend 
the evening. Emigration to the West was the principal topic of their conversation. The first object 
was to ascertain who would go; and the proposal was made to form a company, in order to 
render the removal as cheap and pleasant as possible, and that the company so formed, might 
locate at some important point, and there make a town, and form a community of the right sort. 
Those persons present all appeared willing to share in such an enterprise. Such were the designs 
expressed on the occasion; and a committee was appointed to draft a Constitution for the 
company, and a meeting was proposed to be held at the Hall, once the Masonic Hall, for the 

                                                 
3
 Preacher whose chronicles of early life in SE Wisconsin are reproduced here. 

4
 First mayor of Kenosha, WI. 

5
 Southport was the name attributed by mariners to the harbor south of  “Pike River” (Kenosha, WI.). 

6
 Wisconsin Territory 1836. 
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transaction of farther business. Notice of this meeting was widely extended by J. Bullen Jr., who 
was then post master at Hannibal. 
  

The first meeting in the Hall, a pretty large number attended. The Constitution was presented by 
the committee consisting of C. W. Turner, W. Towsley, A. Cary, and J. Lothrop. At the suggestion 
of J. Bullen Jr., an article was inserted, as from his father, then in Albany {NY.}, on temperance, 
which was rejected in the amended Constitution of Jan. 1st, 1836, which is here given. 
 

  

Constitution of the Western Emigration Company,  
as amended and revised, Jan. 1, 1836: 

  

Art. 1. -  For the purpose of aiding those disposed to emigrate to the Western States or 
Territories, in the purchase of land and the pursuit of agriculture, manufactures, mechanics and 
other branches of industry, and the formation of a desirable community, we, the subscribers, do 
by the ratification and signature of this Constitution, agree to and hereby do associate ourselves 
into a joint stock company, to be called the "Western Immigration Company"; and we do severally 
promise and agree to and with each other jointly, and severally, to abide by and keep all and 
each of the stipulations herein contained - this instrument being intended for all the purposes of 
legal or equitable liability, as a contract between the parties thereto. 
  

Art. 2. - The capital stock of the Company shall be eight-thousand dollars, to be divided into 
shares of ten dollars each, to be paid to such person as shall be authorized by the Company to 
receive the same; on the payment whereof, scrip shall be issued, signed by the chairman and 
secretary, certifying the amount of stock to which the holder thereof shall be entitled. 
  

Art. 3. - The capital stock, when paid in, shall be invested the purchase of lands, improvements 
thereon and claims thereto, in any of the Western States or Territories, and in such manner as 
the Company shall, in pursuance of their general object, in regular meeting direct.  
  

Art. 4. - The officers of the Company shall be a Chairman, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, a 
Board of Directors to consist nine persons, a General Agent, a Treasurer, and a Committee of 
Finance.  
  

Art. 5. - The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the stock holders, sign scrip, and do such 
other duties as the Company, in regular meeting, shall from time to time direct.  
  

Art. 6. - The Secretary shall keep all records of the Company, record the proceedings of all 
meetings of the stock-holders, sign scrip, and preserve all papers of the Company deposited with 
him  
  

Art. 7. - The Assistant Secretary shall keep a copy of all records kept by the Secretary, and in his 
absence, perform his duty. 
  

Art. 8. - It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep all money and securities, and disburse the 
funds of the Company upon proper vouchers; he shall, before receiving any such money, give 
security to be approved by the Board of Directors, for the faithful application of, and accounting 
for, all such moneys as shall come to his hands in the capacity of such Treasurer; and once in 
each year, and within ten days before the expiration of his term of office, he shall make a full 
report of his receipts and disbursements, accompanied by an account current, to the Board of 
Directors  
  

Art. 9. - The Board of Directors shall have the general supervision, management and control of all 
the Company's business, property and interests, subject to such regulations as the Company, in 
regular meeting, may from time to time establish by bylaws or otherwise; they shall have power to 
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appoint officers, and fill vacancies in their own body, ad interim, which appointments shall 
continue valid till the next regular meeting of the Company, and no longer; they shall at the 
annual meeting, at the expiration of their term of office, or the first thereafter, make a full report of 
all their doings, and of the state of the Company's business, accompanied by all reports from 
other officers made to them; and they shall elect one of their number as President of Said Board. 
  

Art. 10. - The General Agent shall have the immediate general superintendence of all the 
Company's affairs, and shall be subject to the control of the Board of Directors; he shall once in 
each year, and within ten days before the time at which the Board are required to report, make a 
full report to said Board of all his doings, and of the state of the Company's property and 
business, so far as they have come within his supervision or knowledge, specifying all purchases 
and other contracts for expenditures made by him; and he shall at any time, when required by the 
Company, on reasonable notice, make a similar report directly to them at their meeting. 
  

Art. 11. - The Financial Committee shall consist of three persons, who, or any two of them, shall 
examine and audit all accounts of officers, or others with the Company, and no account shall be 
paid or allowed till it has been so examined and audited. 
  

Art. 12. - All officers shall be stock-holders in the Company; they shall be elected by ballot at the 
annual meetings, and shall hold their offices for one year, and until others shall be elected to fill 
their places. 
  

Art. 13. - Each stockholder shall be entitled, in all meetings, to one vote for each share of stock 
held by him, whether as an original subscriber or an assignee thereof: Provided, however, That 
no one individual shall in his own right be entitled to more than ten votes.  
  

Art. 14. - Assignees of stock shall not become vested with any of the rights of stock holders, till 
they shall have subscribed the Constitution, or procured their signatures to be affixed thereto by 
some authorized person. 
  

Art. 15. - All lands, or claims thereto, purchased by any stock-holder in the vicinity of lands held 
by and for the Company, shall be deemed to belong to such stock-holder and the Company 
jointly, and held by such purchaser as trustee of the Company, as to their share thereof; and the 
Company shall have the control and disposal of such lands, in the same manner as of other lands 
or claims; but they shall, when the same shall be sold, allow the said stock-holder one-half the 
profits, together with the original purchase price paid by him. 
  

Art. 16. - The moneys arising from the sale of any lands, shall be distributed to stock-holders 
according to the amount of their stock, the Board of Directors to make such distributions, and the 
Treasurer to pay the same, on the order of the President of said Board. 
  

Art. 17. - Whenever a stock holder shall erect buildings, or make other improvements on any of 
the Company's land, or lands held in trust for them, except mill sites, and the said lands shall 
afterwards be sold to any other person, such stock-holder shall be paid the actual value of such 
improvement, and shall be allowed to retain possession thereof six months after such sale, and 
until such payment be made.  
  

Art. 18. - Any stock holder may authorize another to act and vote for him in any meeting of the 
Company. 
  

Art. 19. - There shall be an annual meeting of the stockholders held on the first Thursday in June 
in each year, at Pike River, at which all officers shall be elected, and such other business done as 
the Company may think necessary. The extraordinary meetings of the Company shall hereafter 
be called by the Board of Directors, who shall publish a notice thereof for four weeks in a 
newspaper printed in Oswego, and the New York State paper, of the time and place of holding 
such meeting. 
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Art. 20. - This Constitution may be amended by two thirds of the votes given at any regular 
meeting. 
  

Art. 21. - All former Constitutions of this Company are hereby repealed, but all rights acquired, 
and liabilities incurred, under the old Constitution, are intended to be reserved and retained. 
  

Art. 22. - No money shall be paid out by the Treasurer, except on the order of the President of the 
Board of Directors, which order shall state for what object the money is to be paid. 
  

Art. 23. - The Company may, at any regular meeting, remove any of their officers, and elect 
others to fill their vacancies. 
  

Art. 24. - In the absence of the Chairman and Secretary, and Assistant Secretary, from any 
regular meeting, such officers may be appointed pro term.  
  

Elder Woodin was chosen the first Chairman, and John Bullen Jr., the first Secretary. Four 
hundred certificates of scrip were issued at $10 each, and signed by the officers. They read thus: 
  

-ooOoo- 
 

No. [___].   This certifies that [_______], or his assigns, is entitled to one share of the stock of the 
  

'Western Emigrating Company,' 
  

after signing the Constitution of said Company, and in all respects complying with its 
provisions, and not otherwise. 

  

           Dated Hannibal, N.Y., 
                March [__], 1835.         By order of said Company, 
                                                    PETER WOODIN, Chairman."   

John Bullen, Jr., Secretary. 
 

-ooOoo- 
 

Figure 2. “Certificate of Scrip” valued at $10, as issued to Roswell C. Otis.
7
 

 
Signatures of: Roswell C. Otis, John Bullen, Jr. and Peter Woodin. 

 

-ooOoo- 

                                                 
7
 A photographic reproduction of an actual Certificate which is preserved at the museum in Kenosha. 
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This scrip
8
 was in good demand, and nearly the whole of the four-hundred shares were taken. 

Even poor persons, who either expected to remove West, or hoped to share in large prospective 
gains, paid their money and took shares. 
  

Money being raised to commence operations, Waters Towsley, O. W. Turner, and Sidney 
Roberts, being appointed explorers, left on the 25th of March, 1835, for the West. They 
proceeded first to Milwaukee, according to previous understanding.  Each of them then took a 
portion of the money raised, and were to be allowed one dollar per day, and their fare paid, 
provided that their expenses and services did not exceed $100 each. Instructions were given 
them by the Company, as drawn up by William Bullen. Bonds were required of each of them for 
the money received. Elder Woodin was constituted the other party in behalf of the Company, 
who, in all such transactions, was to represent it. 
  

 
Figure 3.  The Erie Canal was used by pioneers headed to the Western Territories (map 1840). 

 

At the time of the appointment of the explorers, it was agreed that John Bullen Jr., who could not 
then leave home should go in the course of a few months, if money could be raised. He was to 
take the place of the four already mentioned, or serve in addition to them. After ascertaining that 
the four were soon to return, he was appointed and commissioned plenipotentiary from the 
Company to carry into effect what the first agents had commenced, and to take sole charge of the 
money raised from the four hundred more shares. It was thought that little more remained for him 
to do than to pay over the money on the contract supposed to have been made for an interest at 
Root River, now Racine

9
. 

  

The explorers on coming West, made their first attempt to secure a location at Milwaukee, but 
finding Solomon Juneau

10
, George H. Walker, and others, on the ground, with whom they could 

make no compromise, they went south to Root River, where they also found claimants. To Capt. 
Gilbert Knapp

11
, Wm. Luce, and Mr. Hubbard, they made proposals, and supposed they were 

accepted. But, for some reason, they were rejected amidst unkind feelings. The fault alleged to 
them, was duplicity on the part of the agents. Turner was not inclined to return east with the other 
explorers, but tarried till the arrival of J. Bullen Jr., and went still farther south in search of a 
location either for himself or the Company. He and Bullen fixed on the mouth of Pike River for a 
habitation. Differences arising between them, they did not long act in concert, but in opposition to 
each other. As early as the first of August, 1835, Turner made his claim, and put up his house 

                                                 
8
 Share (certificate providing proof of ownership). 

9
 The French word “racine”, means “root”, in English. 

10
 French explorer, fur trader, land speculator and politician who helped found the city of Milwaukee, WI. 

11
 Credited as being the founder of Racine, WI. 
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near the mouth of the river, where he resided till his death. His claim of 160 acres was allowed 
him by the Judicial Committee, and he had it surveyed into blocks and lots, and made sale of 
some of them. Bullen made a claim south of him, near the present brick yard, and there made his 
first residence. But when the Government Surveys were made, these two claims were supposed 
to be on the same quarter section. 
  

From what I could learn on my arrival, Bullen had hired the Woodbridges to build him a log house 
on the claim since held by S. Hale, then supposed to be one with the Kimball claim; and that after 
this was built, they put up another about twenty rods west of it, since occupied as a shoe-shop 
and sometimes as a dwelling house by E. Woodbridge. Bullen had put Mr. A. Kellogg into the first 
named house before it had a door, floor, or window - a mere pen. After that, I finished and lived in 
it till January following. In consequence of this house being occupied, the Woodbridges pretended 
to occupy their small shanty. On this a dispute arose between them and Bullen, who, on raising 
the first frame, was opposed by E. Woodbridge with his axe. The committee on claims were 
called upon to settle the dispute, but no decision was obtained from them. For a long time, the 
parties attempted a settlement and finally the Woodbridges relinquished all their claims to Bullen - 
viz.: the Kimball claim, and those soon after occupied by W. Bullen, J. Lothrop, A. Foster, and 
eighty acres by S. Doolittle, together with a quit claim of the other eighty, if Jerome would consent 
to relinquish it, which it appears he did not. For all the Bullens' paid, I think about $400. 
  

Hitherto no meeting of the Company had been held in this Territory, nor any business done in 
their name in Southport, except by their agent J. Bullen Jr. Not long after this however, Directors 
were appointed at Hannibal, NY., and some in this place, to transact business with the agent for 
the Company. 
  

The first Constitution required of each member of the Company, that he should remove West to 
their location within a given time - by June, 1836; so that all calculated upon the Company, and 
the aid of all its members, whenever the home should be found. This encouraged some to 
remove, who would not otherwise have gone West, especially at so early a period. But on the 
change of the Constitution, those who had emigrated found too late that they were to bear all the 
burdens and expense of making and sustaining the location and the contiguous claims, while 
those behind were to share in the profits. This fact they saw early in the winter of 1836, and the 
newly appointed Directors in what afterwards became Wisconsin, resolved that to equalize the 
burdens, each one holding a contiguous claim be allowed $12 per month, but in the ensuing 
spring, finding no funds in the hands of the Company to meet the great expense of living here, it 
was again resolved, that all the contiguous claims should be surrendered to the holders of the 
same. 
 

The Location.  On the 25th of August 1835, Mr. Russell Allen, who was to start on his return 

to New York the next day, came out on the prairie where some of us were busily engaged, and 
stated that he was about to return, but that he did not like to carry back the report that the 
Company had yet made no location; that he understood that C. W. Turner had proposed to put in 
his claim at the mouth of Pike River, on condition that John Bullen Jr., would put in one, with 
certain others, and make a location suitable to invite the emigrators [sic] from the East, and 
worthy of the Company. We all went down to Bullen's, when J. Bullen, R. Allen and I went over to 
Wilson's and Bacon's, and after considerable conversation together, and privately, Mr. Allen 
delayed his journey, and a meeting of the friends of the Company was called at Mr. Wilson's, and 
there the following persons surrendered their claims as common stock for the Company: O. 
Jerome, J. Bullen Jr., J. G. Wilson, H. Bacon, C. W. Turner and Russell Allen. But in the process 
of this business, it was named, that any member of the Company could cast as votes as he might 
hold shares of stock. Upon learning this fact Mr. Turner refused to surrender his claim, or to do 
anything about it. It was engaged by the Agent, that the offensive article in the Constitution should 
be so amended, as again to limit the vote to ten, even should stock-holders own more than ten 
shares. Mr. Turner still objected; but all the others, however, were disposed to abide by these 
proposals, some, if not all of them reserving, an acre or two for their own use, to be selected 
where they might choose. I wrote a letter to be conveyed by Mr. Allen to Hannibal, the purport of 
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which was, that these persons had surrendered their locations for a home for the Company, 
thereby sacrificing what they had for the benefit and welfare that body; leaving it with them to 
make such compensation as they might deem proper, when they should see what these 
claimants had endured to secure so good a location. 
  

It was not till many months after this, generally known that any security was given to any persons 
for the relinquishment of their claims to the Company. When the Directors were transacting 
different matters of business, they learned that Bacon and Wilson had notes against the 
Company to the amount of $1,500 and $2,000, from Allen and Bullen; and since then, that Dewitt 
Bullen had also a note from them for $1,500, for the Kimball claim. All this appeared to have been 
kept a secret as long as possible, for the purpose of deceiving C. W. Turner into a relinquishment 
of his claim; but when the Directors were consulting on the amount to be allowed to them for 
holding the same, it was ascertained that they even had a greater amount secured to them than 
some of the Directors were disposed to allow. On account of this, and other deceptions practiced 
[sic] by the Agent about this time, Mr. Turner's refusal to surrender his claim was fully justified, 
especially by the Judicial Committee of the claimants in Racine county in their opinion on that 
trial. 
 

The Result.  It has often been asked, what became of the money raised by the Emigration 

Company, by the sale of their scrip? It is difficult to tell. Perhaps some of the Agents, were they 
disposed, could cast some light upon the subject. We will make the best apology we can, in all 
charity. There was an early prejudice in all the surrounding country against the Emigration Co., 
not only because of the offence taken at Racine, but because there was a suspicion of monopoly 
which operated against all the doings of the Company. But the principal difficulty was early seen, 
that no company or corporation could obtain pre-emption on their lands. This cut off the 
expectations of the stock holders, unless their claims to a portion of the location were given up. 
Attempts were made to obtain a special pre-emption on two sections of land, which included the 
Company's claim, to be divided into lots, and sold at a fixed price for the purpose of building a 
harbor. The bill failed in the House of Representatives. Some portion of the location had been 
surveyed by the occupants; the Company could not, therefore obtain the pre-emption. But there 
had been residents on the same, who had neither surveyed nor Bold any part of the quarter 
section on which they had lived; therefore David Crossit obtained the pre-emption on the Kimball 
claim, and William Bullen on the Bacon claim. Those who had bought lots of the original 
proprietors, were secured in their purchase. As the matter stood, nothing was done to call the 
Directors to account, and the Agents not being called on, retained what they had and could safely 
hold. William Bullen had some funds to be divided among the stock-holders, not amounting, 
however, to more than about thirty-three per cent - a part of which, he paid from his store. Thus 
ended the Emigration Company, which had its origin in good faith, but being conducted by bad 
policy, ended in the benefit of a few, and disappointment of many. 
 

Claims and Claim Trials.  The generations to come will not understand the worth of their 

possessions, only as they see and understand their cost. The object of all the emigrants, was to 
obtain lands for an inheritance for their children. As for themselves, the trials and labors incident 
to a new country were often too much for them; some unable to endure the conflict, returned to 
the East; while others came prepared to buffet all trials and hardships, however severe. Much 
conflicting interest was manifest between the settlers, from the first, in making their claims. Some 
were greedy in securing at least one section of 640 acres for themselves, and some as much for 
all their friends whom they expected to settle in the country. Before the lands were surveyed, this 
often brought confusion and disputes with reference to boundary lines, and still greater confusion 
followed when the Government surveys were made in the winter of 1835-36. These contentions 
often led to bitter quarrels, and even blood-shed. Dr. B. B. Cary, of Racine, probably carries to 
this day, a ball

12
 thus received. Early meetings were called to devise measures to secure 

peaceable possession of each one's claim. It was found necessary to form a kind of protective 

                                                 
12

 Musket shot (a bullet). 
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union, and establish some rules that should be our laws for the security and protection of our 
claims. Accordingly a meeting was held at the store of Bullen & Co., at Pike River

13
 on the 13th of 

February, 1836, when Austin Kellogg was chosen chairman, and Wm. C. Etheridge clerk, when a 
suitable preamble and resolutions were adopted, and delegates appointed to attend a similar and 
more general meeting at Racine. This Racine meeting was attended by delegates from the 
several settlements in then Milwaukee County, and resulted in the formation of the Milwaukee 
Union. Congress was petitioned to assist us by the enactment of suitable pre-emption laws. The 
proceedings of these two early meetings or conventions, are herewith appended. These 
proceedings I printed at the time - the former on a large slip or broadside, and the latter in a 
pamphlet of nine pages. I have but a single copy of each remaining - that of the Pike River 
meeting is a rejected proof, as all the good copies were taken away; I send both as specimens to 
the Historical Society for preservation. This printing I did on a rude press of my own construction, 
placed on a stump. A wooden box was made, about twelve by twenty-four inches in size, with 
sides rising above the base on which the type were made to stand, of the height of the type; I 
made my own ink, and used the old fashioned ball with which to distribute the ink on the type, and 
then a roller passed over the paper on the form, resting on the sides of the box or table, that did 
the press work, The whole expense of my printing materials including type, could not have been 
ten dollars, It was with such limited accommodations that I executed this early printing at Pike 
River.  By these simple materials I have printed some things, when and where no other printing 
could be had. At one time, I printed 250 copies of a volume of about 130 pages. When "out of 
sorts", I cast some of certain letters, made quads and spaces; and thus I managed to 
manufacture books, bound them myself and read them. As some improvements have been made 
in printing since that day, I can very well dispense with my old establishment and business in that 
line. I may add, that my press and utensils for printing would now be a subject for sport, of which 
they have elicited an abundance; the type have probably been doing business in another form for 
years past. 
  

I may truly say, that this old subject of claim is an unpleasant one; it creates hard feelings, and 
stirs up bad blood, which have not yet become entirely extinct. 
 

Indians.  They were plenty among us, and through this county, in 1835. We had frequent visits 

from them, and saw them in all parts of the county. Deer were then plenty, so much so that in 
making a survey of twenty miles, more than fifty might be seen, and sometimes as many as 
twenty together. Where there was so much game, of course there were Indians, and they were 
often with us on our surveying excursions. In the autumn of 1835, we had a long visit from them -
longer than they wished to pay or we receive. They were on their return from Chicago, where they 
had received their annual payment from the Government, when a storm drove them on shore with 
us, and about three-hundred of them were weather-bound for nearly three weeks. At first they 
were peaceable and good customers, till our provisions ran short; when they pressed us hard, 
and sometimes alarmed the few who ought to have sold to them enough to have satisfied their 
wants. In their extremity, they took some hogs and cattle. The chief trouble arose from their 
constant desire for whiskey, which they seemed to suppose every white man must have on hand; 
and not getting it, they disturbed our nights as well as days. As the country had not yet been 
surveyed, there was some fear of them. 
 

Burning the Prairies.  After the first frost, in the autumn of 1835, had killed the millions of 

tons of grass west of us, we began, at Pike River to see the rising smoke at a distance. The 
Indians probably had fired the prairies as early as they could for hunting purposes. It was some 
time in the latter part of September. We began to see the advancing fire towards evening on the 
prairie, three miles west of us; and, before twelve o’clock, it became a serious affair. The wind 
was from the south-west and pretty strong, and the fire progressed rapidly. The blaze and burning 
fragments being blown by the wind, caught the tops of the high grass, and the raging fire 
continued to advance so swiftly that a deer would hardly escape it. About nine o’clock in the 

                                                 
13

 Name of the original settlement, located at the mouth of the Pike River. 
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evening it reached the woods, which extended back from the Lake half a mile, when the rich 
foliage and fallen leaves fed the flame to a great height. Some precaution had been used for the 
protection of our shanties and stacks of hay; but we saw as the flood of flame poured in, that we 
were not sufficiently prepared. Coverlets and blankets were thrown into the water, and spread 
over the hay for its safety. The roaring terror came through the woods with awful grandeur. Large 
trees, as well as all smaller vegetation, quickly fell before the ruthless invader. This was when the 
prairies were uncropped

14
 [sic] by the countless herds that now roam over them. 

  

Fourth of July, 1836.  The first celebration of Independence Day was, according to the age 

of our new settlement, a matter of some interest to nearly all our population, and numbers from 
Racine. The place chosen for this display of their loyalty to old custom, was in a beautiful grove 
near the north end of the Island, and near the lake. Some hundreds were addressed by the writer; 
and several good old songs were sung with much spirit, the whole people constituting the choir, 
making the grove resound with their patriotic sentiments in Auld Lang Syne. Pleasant Prairie sent 
a large delegation of men, women, and children, on a car drawn by twenty yoke of oxen, carrying 
flags suited to the occasion. A suitable dinner was furnished near the house of Mr. Resigne [sic] 
{Resseguie}

15
 on the bank of the Lake

16
. Their toasts required the aid of neither rum nor party 

politics. At this period every settler was chiefly concerned in making and protecting his claim. 
 

The Harbor and Piers.  For some years after the first settlement was made at Pike River, 

much difficulty was experienced in landing passengers and freight from the boats which called at 
the place. In 1835, schooners from the lower lakes ventured within a mile of the shore, and some 
a little nearer, and sent their lading on shore by their small boats, at the risk of hard labor and 
damage. Smaller craft came near land. Capt. Robinson of the small schooner, “Hiram”, brought 
lumber in 1835; and the schooner “Fly” brought potatoes from Michigan. The steamer “Detroit”, in 
1836, was the first that ventured here with passengers and provisions; the “Daniel Webster” 
made us a call in 1837; and after this, all kinds of vessels called in good weather. In the summer 
of 1836, our first citizens provided a lighter, which considerably lessened the risk in landing; A. G. 
Northway deserves the credit of having built and managed this craft. 
 

 
Figure 4.  The steamer, “Detroit”. 

 

It had been observed by some of the early settlers, that where poles had been driven in the Lake, 
so as to penetrate firmly into the clay, they withstood the severe north-easters

17
. This fact 

suggested the possibility of being able to erect a pier or bridge into the Like. R. C. Otis, who came 
to this place in 1836, was the first to make a move for a pier. He proposed it in 1839, but was 
considered chimerical in his calculations. In 1840, he saw Mr. Cahoon, the well known nursery 
man and horticulturist, and engaged him to prosecute the work; and on this, the middle pier, and 

                                                 
14

 Not populated by herds of domesticated animals. 
15

 Descendant of Alexandre De Rességuier, c.f. “Resseguie Genealogy”, by Morris. 
16

 Lake Michigan. 
17

 The strongest, most dangerous and destructive storms hail from the North-east. 
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on the warehouse, Mr. Otis expended not less than $2,000. The attempt was at first a good deal 
ridiculed by some of our sister Lake port towns, which have since profited by the example. Two 
more piers were afterwards built, and all have been constantly used during the season of 
navigation. All the lake ports, and the country generally, have been greatly indebted to these 
substitutes for harbors. 
 

-ooOoo- 
 

Temperance.  Kenosha once boasted of being ahead of all places upon Lake Michigan in the 

temperance cause. This was in part owing to the temperance clause in the Constitution of the 
Emigration Company, which of course, drew together a class of persons of habits so formed as to 
readily comply with this requirement of the Constitution. In the Autumn of 1835, a request was 
made to the writer to give a temperance lecture at the house of Christopher Derbyshire, in 
Pleasant Prairie, on a Sunday afternoon. Mr. Higgins and Sereno Fowler were the first movers of 
this meeting. A good congregation was present, and at the close of the address, forty-five 
persons gave their names to a pledge of total abstinence from all intoxicating drinks. 
  

A few weeks after, a meeting was called at Pike Creek, and an address made by the writer, when 
thirty names were subscribed to the temperance pledge. From that time till about 1840, Pike 
Creek (or Southport) was remarkable for the temperance of its inhabitants. A change, however 
came over the place by the introduction of limited temperance. One fact will illustrate the new 
principle. Various talents were called into requisition to present at our meetings the subject of 
temperance. Rev. Mr. Alanson of the Episcopal church was requested to give his views. “O, yes”, 
said he, “I have often lectured on temperance, and will accept your invitation for next Tuesday 
evening”. Meanwhile, it was ascertained, that his views favored moderate drinking. He told, that 
such were not the principles of the Southport Temperance Society; when he concluded not to 
lecture, but to give notions on the previous Sabbath evening. He did so, informing the people that 
he did not deny himself the privilege of his lip when he chose to do so, but warned them against 
intoxication, as a beastly act, and unworthy of the dignity of man. He allowed that there were 
cases in which the principles of abstinence might be the most proper for a society to adopt; that 
when a person was aware of the fact, that he could not drink without indulging to excess, such 
might, if they chose, unite with such a Society, and be benefited by it, and rather advised such to 
join it. 
  

When the next Tuesday evening came, no one was prepared to address the meeting; and the 
writer, who was then President of the Society, was pressed into the work. He stated that 
Southport had been acknowledged as the most noted for temperance of any place on Lake 
Michigan; and then remarked, that it was by total abstinence principles that this high reputation 
had been attained. He then warned them against the introduction of the new theory of Mr. 
Alanson; yet to test the practical efficacy of the two theories, he would ask the committee to 
circulate in the large congregation a paper for the names of such as could not drink without 
excess. After a careful circulation of the paper, it was found that not one had signed it. He then 
suggested that as Paul

18
 had advanced the benevolent idea that “It is good neither to eat flesh, 

nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother is offended or is made weak”, so they might 
act upon the same principle, and sign the total abstinence pledge, if not for their own sakes, yet 
for the good of others; that it was hard for those whom we love, and for whom we would even 
make sacrifice, to act alone, but upon this benevolent principle they would sign it in company with 
others. The pledge was now circulated, and about thirty additional names obtained. This 
argument was not lost on the public mind. 
  

But soon after this, the Washingtonian temperance organization becoming the fashion of the day, 
the old officers resigned, and, as a premium to others for becoming temperate, they were 
appointed. Soon after, the Glee Club

19
, which thought to put down the evil of intemperance by 

                                                 
18

 Reference to the Bible, and Disciple Paul. 
19

 Group organized to sing short choral works, believing that good cheer, offsets the desire for drink. 
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songs and good cheer, made the experiment, and found this kind went not out by laughing and 
singing. Then came the “Sons of Temperance”, who were disposed to make the principle of 
secrecy subservient to the good cause of temperance. This had two objects, self protection and 
temperance. The first, as might have been foreseen, gained the ascendancy, and the failure has 
become universally obvious. Since then, little has been done to stem the torrent, except the 
efforts put forth to secure the aid of the Maine Law

20
. 

 

Education.  Early attention was given to the subject of education. In the winter and summer of 

1836, a school was kept in the first framed house built in the place. On this subject, Hon. M. 
Frank says in his sketch of Southport; “On the approach of winter, the inhabitants, with 
commendable enterprise, succeeded in establishing a school; Rev. Jason Lothrop collected 
about thirty scholars, the larger part of which were from the surrounding country. A large log 
school-house was built at an early day. From that time special pains have been taken to advance 
the interests of education, providing good houses and the best of teachers. The high standard of 
education now supported by the city of Kenosha, may be justly regarded as the natural 
consequence of these early exertions. 
 

Religion.  It was a very appropriate remark concerning many of the professors of religion 

migrating from the East, that their religion would not bear transportation, but was generally lost in 
the passage over the Lakes. It was a lamentable fact, that very few showed any greater interest 
for any object, than they did for a “good claim”; even in the early meetings which the settlers held 
in 1835, the frequent allusions to making a good claim in Heaven, showed where the heart was. 
Nearly two years passed before any move was made for the organization of any church Mr. 
Abner Barlow, then a Methodist preacher, residing in Pleasant Prairie, was the first person who 
statedly [sic] preached in what is now Kenosha. After him we had various calls from those who 
professed to preach the gospel. When different denominations came to be represented by their 
preachers, they met usually in the old log school house on Main street. Then there was much 
harmony. No church was constituted till January, 1837, when the Methodists formed a society. 
The Congregational church was organized in June, 1838, by Rev. Mr. Crawford; their first pastor 
it was Rev. Mr. Nichols. The Baptist church was constituted in September, 1833; Rev. Jason 
Lothrop was their first pastor, and held that relation about nine years when illness compelled him 
to resign the charge. The Episcopal church was organized in 1840 by Rev. Mr. Hull; their first 
pastor was Rev. William Alanson. No other churches were formed within the period of which I 
write. 
 

First settlers of Kenosha County.  G. H. Kimball, Hudson Bacon, John Bullen Jr., S. 

Ressigne [sic] {Resseguie}, Jonathan Pierce, Gardner Wilson, Jason Lothrop, William Bullen, 
Nelson Lay, Alfred Foster, Waters Towsley, David Crossit, may be named as early settlers at 
Pike River afterwards called Southport and still later Kenosha. Many came into the place and 
remained till they could secure claims in the country back; these are not named in the above list.  
 

Pleasant Prairie.  Horace Woodbridge and Jacob Miller were the first settlers in this town; the 

latter kept a tavern in a log house on the United States’ road where John Eastman, Esq. now 
resides. After them came Sylvester Pierce, Caleb Pierce, Robert Barnes; the first two moved into 
Hickory Grove, and the latter located on the United States’ road where Charles Morgan now lives. 
Then came John T. Cady, and soon after Orrin Stevens, who afterwards left Abner Barlow, who 
subsequently preached at Pike River and elsewhere. Early in 1836, Daniel Stevens, Christopher 
Derbyshire, and the Talcotts. 
 

Somers.  The family of Felches were here in 1835, as early as March, and were 8 on followed 

by Montgomery, Griffin, Shuart, Allen, Band, Willard, Stevens, Miller, and Deacon Cephas Weed. 
 

                                                 
20

 Passed in Maine 1851, was a statutory implementation to develop a temperance movement. 
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Paris.  Hammond Marsh, the Northways, R. Marston, Fulsom, and Catlin. 

 

Bristol.  Rev. Ira Bristol, from whom the town was named, Levi Grant, Etheridge, Wilbur, Fitch 

A. Higgins, his son William Higgins, and Rawlen Tuttle, were the first settlers. Joel Walker, in the 
spring of 1836 made his claim on what has since been known as Walker's Prairie. 
 

Salem.  John Dodge
21

, John Bullen, David Bullen, and Amos Gratten. 

 

Bright.  Dr. Johnson, and Mr. Wightman. 

 

Wheatland.  Jenkins, the Dixons, and Powers. 

 

 -ooOoo- 
 

Did time and space permit, we should like to present more names with a more particular account 

of them; as it is, we must be content to close with some brief sketches of a few of the most noted 
and prominent. 
 
G. H. Kimball was an early settler at Pike River, after purchasing a large tract south of the creek 
or river; and having sold out much of his interest, he still lives here. He has a fine residence 
where he can spend his old age amid the beauties of nature, in a thick forest of fruit and 
ornamental trees. 
  

Gen. John Bullen came in the year 1836 and located in the town of Salem, at the place still 
known as Bullen's Bridge. He was active and influential in labors for his town and county, and 
was appointed general of militia by Gov. Dodge. He died in Kenosha in 1852.  
  

John Bullen Jr., son of the general, was an early settler, and for awhile sole Agent of the 
Emigration Company, and as deeply interested in its fortunes and issue as any other man. He 
was for many years engaged in mercantile business, and has been an extensive land holder. He 
still lives to witness the great changes that have taken place since the days of 1835 and '36. 
  

William Bullen, his brother, was one of the first claimants on the island, and afterwards procured 
a pre-emption on the claim made by H. Bacon. He pursued mercantile business and built a 
number of large houses and was much engaged in promoting the interests of the town. He was a 
member of the Territorial Council in 1838, the two sessions of 1839, and in 1840 and ’41. He was 
honored as a citizen and legislator. He died some years since. 
  

Charles Durkee came from Vermont, his native State, in 1836. He purchased considerable 
property here, and early commenced building, which he pursued extensively to the advancement 
of the best interests of the place; the last of these buildings reared by him was the large hotel 
which will continue to bear the name of Durkee House while it stands. He was highly esteemed 
by the few he found in the place, and his friends have steadily increased with the population. Few 
men have done so much business, dealt with so many persons, and made so few enemies. He 
was engaged in every good work, and did his full share in its prosecution. He never waited to be 
led, but was forward in all plans of mercy and benevolence, even when he knew the majority 
would oppose him. In the cause of temperance and freedom, he was an early and earnest 
advocate. He was elected a member of the first Territorial Legislature in 1836, and also in 1837 
and ’38; in 1850, he was chosen to a seat in the lower house of Congress, where he served his 

                                                 
21

 The first settler in Salem proper was John Dodge, in June 1837, and shortly thereafter General Bullen and 
David Bullen settled on the east bank of the Fox River and surveyed and platted a village, hoping to make 
Salem a main head of Fox River navigation. A bridge spanning the river was called "Bullen's Bridge." 
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two years’ term; and in 1855, was elected a member of the United States’ Senate. He now 
resides in Dane county, where he has an extensive farm. 
  

R. H. Deming came here in the year 1836, and for a time was employed in mercantile affairs. He 
soon took a prominent part in public matters relating to the welfare and prosperity of the place. 
His early labors in the cause of freedom, temperance and education, have identified him with the 
history and progress of Southport, and the then county of Racine. But all his other public positions 
and services, will weigh little in comparison with his influence and labors connected with the 
establishment and support of our public schools

22
. He was one of the first to favor the 

organization of free Schools, and he has uniformly given them his warm encouragement. 
Kenosha is much indebted to him for the success of her schools, and he has lived to see some of 
the fruits of these labors, and in his own family. 
  

Michael Frank deserves to rank high as one of the most prominent and useful of our citizens. He 
has done much towards the growth and prosperity of Kenosha. In 1837, he exchanged his home 
in Virgil, Courtland county, NY., for Southport. Though unobtrusive in his manners, he soon 
became appreciated as editor, Justice of the Peace, President of the Corporation, and member of 
the Legislative Council - in which latter body he served from 1843 to 1846, inclusively. He has 
been Colonel of the regiment, and had the offer of a General's commission, but he never valued 
any military office, and seemed not to love the business of war. If he has taken pride in any public 
stations, it has been in those which enabled him to promote popular education. In our public 
school system, he is beginning to see the utility of his labors in a generation rising up to bless 
such philanthropists. His “Annals”, carefully kept since he has been a citizen with us, may be of 
much use and value hereafter. 
  

Charles C., and Christopher Latham Sholes did not settle so early among us as many others, 
but the prominent part they have taken in our affairs, demands our notice. 
  

O. C. Sholes has been long known in Wisconsin - first at Green Bay, and since in our place. He 
represented Brown county in the Territorial Assembly in the six sessions from 1837 to 1840; and 
in 1855, represented this county in the Assembly, and was chosen Speaker of that body. Here in 
Kenosha, he has been known as an active citizen, engaged in all good labors. As mayor of our 
city, his name has been more associated with the prosperity of the place than that of any other 
person. In every position he has occupied, be has exhibited a character of sterling faithfulness 
and honesty of purpose. 
  

C. L. Sholes established his newspaper press here in 1840, and has sustained its credit and his 
reputation as editor, taking rank with the ablest in Wisconsin; its independent and liberal 
character is well known. He served in the State Senate in 1848 and '49, and in the Assembly in 
1852 and '53, and is now serving an other two years’ term in the Senate. He has always been 
forward in every improvement and good work. If the spirits of the departed influence none to 
worse deeds than they do him, we shall not be very jealous of their visits. 

 
-ooOoo- 

 
 

                                                 
22

 A glacial boulder, located at the NE. corner of 58
th

 St. and 11
th
 Ave., marks the site of the “First Free 

Public School” in Wisconsin. The Deming home (1118 61
st
 St.) a two story frame house (private), formerly 

stood on the NE. corner of 59
th
 Place and 7

th
 Ave. and was a station on the “Underground Railroad” during 

the 1850’s – Mr. Deming opposed slavery, as an abolitionist.  
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Survey and Plat, at the mouth of the “Pike River”, 11-May-1839 

 
 Figure 5.  NORTH is to the right-side of the drawing. 
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"Claimant's Union" 

  

“At a meeting of the inhabitants of Pike River, at the store of Bullen & Co., on the 13th day of 
February, 1836, Austin Kellogg was chosen moderator, and William C. Etheridge clerk, when the 
following preamble and Constitution, presented by the Committee appointed to draft the same, 
were unanimously adopted: 
  

    "Whereas, a union and co operation of all the inhabitants will he indispensably necessary, in 
case the preemption law should not pass, for the securing and protecting of our claims: And 
whereas, we duly appreciate the benefit which may result from such an association, not only in 
regulating the manner of making and sustaining claims, and settling differences in regard to them, 
but in seeming the same to the holders thereof against speculators at the land sale; and being 
well aware that consequences the most dangerous to the interests of settlers will follow, if such a 
union be not framed; and as Government has heretofore encouraged emigration by granting pre-
emption to actual settlers, we are assured that our settling and cultivating the public lands is in 
accordance with the best wishes of Government; and knowing that in some instances our 
neighbors have been dealt with in an unfeeling manner, driven from their homes, their property 
destroyed, their persons attacked, and their lives jeoparded [sic], to satisfy the malignant 
disposition of unprincipled and avaricious men: and looking upon such proceedings as unjust, 
calculated to produce anarchy confusion and the like among us, destroy our fair prospects, 
subvert the good order of society, and render our homes the habitations of terror and distrust - 
those homes to obtain which we have left our friends, deprived ourselves of the many blessings 
and privileges of society, have borne the expenses, and encountered the hardship of a perilous 
journey, advancing into a space beyond the bound of civilization, and having the n any difficulties 
and obstructions of a state of nature to overcome, and on the peaceable possession of which our 
all is depending: We, therefore, as well meaning inhabitants, having in view the promotion of the 
interest of our settlement, and knowing the many advantages derived from unity of feeling and 
action, do come forward this day, and solemnly pledge ourselves to lender each other our mutual 
assistance, in the protection of our just rights, and in furtherance of these views, we adopt and 
agree to abide by and support the following:  
  

CONSTITUTION: 
  

Art. 1. The name and title of this Society shall be the “Pike River Claimant’s Union, auxiliary to the 
County Union”, for the attainment and security of titles to claims to Government lands. 
  

Art. 2. Besides a Chairman and Clerk, a board of twelve Censors shall he appointed for the 
purpose of deciding on all cases of dispute between claimants, coming before them, be chosen 
without favor to name or party; five from the twelve to constitute a quorum to act as the Board; the 
other seven being subject to objection, if drawn; yet none but the parties and the Clerk shall be 
privy to the process of drawing and objecting. 
  

Art. 3. To constitute a claim, there shall be a house body, or frame of sufficient dimensions for a 
family to dwell in, or half an acre ploughed, or a piece enclosed with at least 100 rails - either of 
which shall constitute a claim; and be entered on the map kept by the Clerk for that purpose; 
giving the name and time of making the same.  
  

Art. 4. Any person complying with the above, shall be allowed to hold one quarter section, and as 
much more as the Committee shall say when the question comes before them; and shall be 
allowed to act as agent for others, which agency shall in all cases be made satisfactory to the 
Censors.  
  

Art. 5. The claimant to secure the protection of the Union, shall, within thirty days after signing the 
Constitution or making the claim, have the same entered on the Clerk's map.  
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Art. 6. Thirty days, from the time of signing the Constitution, shall be allowed for perfecting the 
required labor on claims previously made under other regulations.  
  

Art. 7. At the close of each trial, the Censors may make out a bill of all the expenses attending the 
same, and determine by whom it shall be paid; on the refusal of any one to pay the sum put to 
him for expenses, or for fines for non attendance as witness, his name shall be recorded by the 
Clerk as a delinquent, and be debarred from protection and benefits of the Union  
  

Art. 8. A delegation of five members shall be sent to the Root River Union, for the purpose of 
generalizing our operations, and uniting claimants in the county, in a more extensive bond for 
more effectual operation, yet without interfering with each others’ peculiar local concerns.  
  

Art. 9. The Chairman, Clerk, and a quorum of Censors may, at any time, call a meeting of the 
Union, on application to the Chairman. 
  

Proceeded according to the Constitution, and made the following appointments:  Waters Towsley, 
Chairman; William C. Etheridge, Clerk; Abner Barlow, John F. Cady, Orrin Stevens, Orrin 
Jerome, Cephas Weed, Chauncey Davis, Nelson Allen, Alfred Foster, Joseph Cauldwell,  [sic] 
Jared Fox, Nelson Gatliff, and Henry Miller, Censors:  Jason Lothrop, Abner Barlow, John F. 
Cady,  J. M. Sherwood, and Waters Towsley, Delegates. 
  

    Resolved, should a vacancy in the above Committee occur, three of the same are allowed to   
appoint some one to fill that vacancy. 
  

    Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be printed. 
  

                            AUSTIN KELLOGG, Chairman. 
  

Wm. C. Etheridge, Clerk. 
  

Printed for the Union, at Pike River, by Jason Lothrop.  
 

-ooOoo- 
  

Note: This printing by Mr. Lothrop must have been done in February and March, 1836, and his 
little printing establishment, we think, must have been the second in Wisconsin. The Green Bay 
Intelligencer was commenced Dec. 11, 1833, and the Milwaukee Advertiser not until July 1836. 
The Wisconsin Free Press, at Green Bay, was published quite early - probably commenced in 
1836.  L. C. D. 
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 “Map of Southport 1839” 

 
Figure 6. 

 
-ooOoo- 
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Figure 7.  “Southport” harbor in 1844 (Kenosha, Kenosha Co, WI). 

 

-ooOoo- 
  

 

SOURCE: GOOGLE Books - "Journal of proceedings, Volume 1", by the Wisconsin. Legislature, 
Senate, 1856 pages 450 - 475. 
  

Source [link]: 
http://books.google.com/books?id=Ti1FAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA450&#v=onepage&q&f=false 

 
-ooOoo- 

 

http://books.google.com/books?id=Ti1FAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA450&#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Pioneer Personalities 

(Listed in the same order as which they appear within this work.) 
 

 Jason P. Lothrop: First pastor of the Congregational church, at Southport, one of 1st 
settlers of Kenosha Co.  Died in Kenosha. 

 
      Find-A-Grave memorial: 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=122619879 
 

 Hon. Michael Frank: Author of, a "Sketch of the Early History and Subsequent 
Settlement of Southport", which touches upon the life and times of the 1830' and 1840's, 
at Southport (aka Kenosha Co., WI.).  In 1837, he decided to “exchange” his home in 
Virgil, Courtland county, NY., for Southport. Col. Frank arrived with his wife, in Southport 
in October 1839. He was the first president of Southport (1840) and the first mayor of 
Kenosha (1850). Although these were major accomplishments, he is most remembered 
for his determination in establishing the first free school in Wisconsin. The site of school 
is marked with a plaque not far from the downtown area of Kenosha.  

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=79300728 
 

 John Bullen Jr.: son of the General, was an early settler, and for awhile sole Agent of 
the Emigration Company, and as deeply interested in its fortunes and issue as any other 
man. He was for many years engaged in mercantile business, and was an extensive land 
holder. He lived to witness the great changes that took place since the days of 1835 and 
'36.  See also, “Bio” page 13. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=94222635 

 

 Charles W. Turner: He was one of those who embraced the “Western Emigration 
Company”, as a founder. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=122114663 

 

 Waters Towsley: One of 1st settlers of Kenosha Co. He died in Whitewater, Walworth 
Co., WI. where he was thrown from a wagon and killed. 

 

 James Scott: Was one of the first to embrace the “Western Emigration Company”, along 
with its other founders. 

 

 Dr. B. B. Cary: Was one of the first to embrace the “Western Emigration Company”, 
along with its other founders. 

 

 Hudson Bacon: One of 1st settlers of Kenosha Co. He was one of those who embraced 
the “Western Emigration Company”, as a founder. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=82541257 

 

 Peter Woodin: Chairman of the “Western Emigration Company” – his signature appears 
on the numbered shares (i.e., the “scrip”). 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=122619879
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=79300728
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=94222635
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=122114663
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=82541257
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 Alfred Foster: He was one of those who embraced the “Western Emigration Company”, 
as a founder. 

 

 Orlando Foster He too embraced the “Western Emigration Company”, as a founder. 
 

Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=128221909 

 

 William Bullen: One of 1st settlers of Kenosha Co.) The Honorable, "Judge" Bullen, 
representative of the "Western Emigration Company".  See also, “Bio” page 13. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=94229961 

 

 George Bennett: Was one of the first to embrace the “Western Emigration Company”, 
along with its other founders.   

 
Find-A-Grave memorial (not proven as correct):   
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=80686062 

 

 Sidney Roberts: He too embraced the “Western Emigration Company”, as a founder. 
 

 A. Cary: The Constitution of the “Western Emigration Company” was presented by the 
committee consisting of C. W. Turner, W. Towsley, A. Cary, and J. Lothrop on of January 
1st, 1836. 

 

 Roswell C. Otis: Financed and built the first pier in the harbor of Southport.  Was a 
share-holder of the “Western Emigration Company”.  Refer to the sample “scrip” (share) 
on page, 5 which bears his name. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=25834482 

 

 Solomon Juneau: An earlier settler, credited as the founder of the city of Milwaukee, and 
was a former Milwaukee Mayor. A fur-trader, Juneau moved to Wisconsin from 
L'Asumption, Quebec, Canada, in 1818. Juneau served as the Mayor of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, in 1846. There is a cenotaph in his memory at Juneau Park in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8477642 

 

 George H. Walker: An earlier settler, one of the founders of the city of Milwaukee, and a 
former Mayor.  He was present in Kenosha Co. (then called Milwaukee Co.), during the 
1830’s. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=9513902 

 

 Capt. Gilbert Knapp: An early pioneer (November 1834: Captain Gilbert Knapp, 
accompanied by three men came to the mouth of the Root River, built a hut and made 
the first settlement in Racine County which he called "Port Gilbert"), he is thus credited as 
being the founder of Racine, WI.  In 1834 Captain Gilbert Knapp, USRM founded the 
settlement of Port Gilbert at the place where the Root River empties into Lake Michigan. 
The area was previously called Kipi Kawi and Chippecotton by the indigenous peoples, 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=128221909
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=94229961
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=80686062
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=25834482
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8477642
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=9513902
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both names for the Root River. The name "Port Gilbert" was never really accepted, and in 
1841 the community was incorporated as the village of Racine. After Wisconsin was 
admitted to the Union in 1848, the new legislature voted in August to incorporate Racine 
as a city.  The last residence of Gilbert Knapp, is located at, 820 South Main Street, 
Racine, WI. (circa 2012). 

 
ref: USRM  - The “United States Revenue Cutter Service”, was established as the “U.S. 
Revenue-Marine”, and so named for over one hundred years, by the then, Secretary of 
the Treasury,  Alexander Hamilton, in 1790, to serve as an armed maritime law 
enforcement service. Throughout its entire existence, the service operated under the 
authority of the United States Department of the Treasury. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=80854582 

 
 

 William Luce: Was present with Capt. Knapp (William and A.. J. Luce were brothers, 
both were enlisted by Knapp to build a log-cabin, and occupy his claim at the Root River 
aka “Racine”) and Mr. Hubbard, in Milwaukee Co. during the 1830’s. 

 
SOURCE: "The History of Racine and Kenosha Counties, Wisconsin", 1889, pages 288, 
289, by Western Historical Co. 
 
Source (Google Books) [link]:  
http://books.google.com/books?id=GWxQBg7uyWQC&printsec=frontcover& 

 
 Gordon S. Hubbard: an early settler of Chicago.  Investor and speculator: held claims 

along with Capt. Knapp in Milwaukee Co. (now Racine Co.) during the 1830’s. 
 

SOURCE:  See above. 
 

 Woodbridge(s): Mention is made of a group of brothers (apparently 3 or more) whose 
notoriety was that of “claim-jumping” at “Pike River”, on Washington Island, later known 
as “Southport” (aka Kenosha, WI.). 

 
SOURCE:  See above. 

 

 S. Hale: Mentioned as a claimant at “Pike River”. 
 

 G. H. Kimball: one of 1st settlers of Kenosha Co.  See also, “Bio” page 13. 
 

Find-A-Grave memorial:  
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=127963984 

 

 E. Woodbridge: One of 2 or more brothers, accused of claim-jumping.  An early settler 
within Kenosha Co., WI. at “Pike River”. 

 

 Austin Kellogg: Early settler at “Pike River”.  Voted chairman of the local claimant’s 
protective union, at the store of “Bullen & Co.”, Pike River, on 13

th
 February, 1836.  The 

name and title of this Society was, the “Pike River Claimant’s Union, auxiliary to the 
County Union”, for the attainment and security of titles to claims to Government lands.  
Settled at Pike River with his 1

st
 wife, with 5 children.  He remarried 3 more times.   

 
Find-A-Grave memorial:  
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=72269381 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=80854582
http://books.google.com/books?id=GWxQBg7uyWQC&printsec=frontcover&
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=127963984
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=72269381
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See also: “The Kelloggs in the Old World and the New”, Vol.1. 1903, by Timothy Hopkins. 
 
Source (Google Books) [link]: 
http://books.google.com/books?id=gx6MIuOLE1QC&printsec=frontcover&  

 

 Alfred Foster: one of 1st settlers of Kenosha Co. 
 

 S. Doolittle: Early settler at “Pike River”, claim of 80 acres. 
 

 Orrin Jerome: Surrendered his claim as common stock, for the Company. 
 

 Russell Allen: Present at “Pike River” 25-Aug-1835, assigned the task of providing 
status of claims, on the behalf of the “Western Emigration Company”. 

 

 J. Gardner Wilson: one of 1st settlers of Kenosha Co. 
 

 Dewitt Bullen: Holder of a note in the amount of $1,500, for the Kimball claim. 
 

 David Crossit: One of 1st settlers of Kenosha Co.  
 

 William C. Etheridge: One of 1st settlers of Kenosha Co.  Voted clerk of the local 
claimant’s protective union, at the store of “Bullen & Co.”, Pike River, on 13

th
 February, 

1836.  The name and title of this Society was, the “Pike River Claimant’s Union, auxiliary 
to the County Union”, for the attainment and security of titles to claims to Government 
lands.   

 

 Mr. Resigne [sic] (Samuel Resseguie): An early settler, with his family at “Pike River”.  
Was accused of claim-jumping on Washington Island.  First-cousin of Abraham 
Resseguie, who settled at “Caldwell’s Prairie” with the two Caldwell brothers, and their 
respective families. Samuel eventually removed to San Francisco, CA. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=93653004 

 
See also: “The Resseguie family: A historical and genealogical record of Alexander 
Resseguie”, 1888, by John Emory Morris. 
 
Source (Google Books) [link]: 
http://books.google.com/books?id=7iZMAAAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover& 

 

 Capt. Robinson:  Master of the schooner, “Hiram”, which effected shipments to “Pike 
River” (brought lumber in 1835). 

 

 A. G. Northway:  Built and managed a "lighter" craft [small boat] which navigated the 
harbor at Southport, to transfer goods and immigrants ashore (through the shallows). 

 

 Mr. Cahoon: Was engaged to build a pier and warehouse at Southport harbor by 
Roswell C. Otis. 

 

 Christopher Derbyshire: Settler at Pleasant Prairie, early in 1836, involved in 
temperance movement. 

 

 Mr. Higgins:  Involved in temperance movement. 
 

http://books.google.com/books?id=gx6MIuOLE1QC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Kellogg&source=bl&ots=NV6ZgKiMb4&sig=ahOeHQoG73jS1U41-5pWRlUvslo&hl=en&sa=X&ei=ivQXUJ_IM6O18AH-24GgCA&ved=0CDYQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Kellogg&f=false
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=93653004
http://books.google.com/books?id=7iZMAAAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&
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 Sereno Fowler: Involved in temperance movement. 
 

Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136112197 

 

 Rev. Mr. Alanson: The first pastor of the Episcopal church of Southport. 
 

 Abner Barlow:  Methodist preacher, who was an early settler at Pleasant Prairie, 1st 
person to preach at Pike River and elsewhere. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8047019 

 

 Rev. William Crawford: Organizer of the first Congregational Church of Southport, in 
June of 1838. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=98653178 

 

 Rev. Mr. Hull: Organizer of the first Episcopal church of Southport, in 1840. 
 

 Jonathan Pierce: One of 1st settlers of Kenosha Co. 
 

 Nelson Lay: One of 1st settlers of Kenosha Co. 
 

 Horace Woodbridge: One of the first settlers in Pleasant Prairie. 
 

 Jacob Miller:  One of the first settlers in Pleasant Prairie, kept a tavern in a log house on 
the United States’ road. 

 

 John Eastman, Esq.:  Early Pleasant Prairie settler who resided at site of the above 
tavern, after Jacob Miller. 

 

 Sylvester Pierce:  Early settler at Pleasant Prairie, later removed to Hickory Grove. 
 

 Caleb Pierce:  Early settler at Pleasant Prairie, then relocated on the United States’ road. 
 

Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=122626284 

 

 Robert Barnes:  Early settler at Pleasant Prairie. 
 

 Charles Morgan:  Early settler at Pleasant Prairie, lived by the United States’ road. 
 

 John T. Cady [sic] (John F. ?):  Early settler at Pleasant Prairie. 
 

 Orrin Stevens:  Early settler at Pleasant Prairie, who afterwards left the area. 
 

 Daniel Stevens:  Settler at Pleasant Prairie, early in 1836. 
 

Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=128085434 

 

 The Talcott’s:  Settlers at Pleasant Prairie, early in 1836. 
 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=136112197
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8047019
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=98653178
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=122626284
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=128085434
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 Felches:  Eight family members present in the county by March 1835, early settlers at 
Somers. 

 

 Montgomery family:  Early settlers at Somers. 
 

 Griffin family:  Early settlers at Somers. 
 

 Shuart family:  Early settlers at Somers. 
 

 Allen family:  Early settlers at Somers. 
 

 Band family:  Early settlers at Somers. 
 

 Willard family:  Early settlers at Somers. 
 

 Stevens family:  Early settlers at Somers. 
 

 Miller family:  Early settlers at Somers. 
 

 Deacon, Cephas Weed:  Early settler at Somers. 
 

 Hammond Marsh:  Early settler at Paris. 
 

 The Northways:  Early settlers at Paris. 
 

 R. Marston:  Early settler at Paris. 
 

 Fulsom  family:  Early settlers at Paris. 
 

 Catlin family:  Early settlers at Paris. 
 

 Rev. Ira Bristol:  Early settler at Bristol, from whom the town was named. 
 

 Levi Grant:  Early settler at Bristol. 
 

Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=117351229 

 

 Etheridge family:  Early settlers at Bristol. 
 

 Wilbur family:  Early settlers at Bristol. 
 

 Fitch A.. Higgins:  Early settler at Bristol. 
 

 William Higgins:  Son of Fitch, early settler at Bristol. 
 

 Rawlen Tuttle:  First settler at Bristol. 
 

 Joel Walker:  In the spring of 1836, made his claim on what has since been known as 
Walker's Prairie. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=101116495 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=117351229
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=101116495
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 John Dodge:  Early settler at Salem. 
 

 John Bullen Sr.: Early settler at Salem.  General John Bullen was appointed to the state 
militia by Governor, Henry Dodge (1st territorial governor, of Wisconsin Territory, from 
1836-1841). Bullen was the father of John Bullen Jr., the latter being the most identifiable 
of all of the Southport (Kenosha) city founding fathers. See also, “Bio” page 13. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=9455797 

 

 David Bullen:   Early settler at Salem. 
 

 Amos Gratten:  Early settler at Salem. 
 

 Dr. Johnson:  Early settler at Bright. 
 

 Mr. Wightman.  Early settler at Bright. 
 

 Jenkins:  Early settlers at Wheatland. 
 

 The Dixon family:  Early settlers at Wheatland. 
 

 Powers:  Early settlers at Wheatland. 
 

 Charles Durkee:  Settled at Southport. US Congressman, US Senator. He was elected 
as a Republican to represent Wisconsin in the United States House of Representatives, 
serving from 1849 to 1853. He was then elected as a Wisconsin Senator to the United 
States Senate, serving from 1855 to 1861. He was appointed as Governor of the Utah 
Territory in 1865, and served in that office until 1869. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8795193 

 

 R. H. Deming (Rueben H.):  Arrived at “Pike River” in the year 1836.  A Methodist 
minister from Vermont, was one of the prominent leaders in the fight to end slavery in 
Wisconsin. During the 1850's and 1860's, he was often quoted in the newspapers for his 
strong beliefs on the subject. Deming is remembered in memory and memorials to this 
great man include his home (which still stands), a historical marker, and a plaque 

marking the original site of his home.  
 

Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=79301116 

 

 Charles Clark Sholes:  Early settler at Southport.  Former mayor of Kenosha.  Brother of 
Christopher Latham Sholes [below].  See also, page 14. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=109662162 

 

 Christopher Latham Sholes:  Early settler at Southport. American inventor who 
invented the first practical typewriter and the QWERTY keyboard still in use today. He 
was also a newspaper publisher and Wisconsin politician. See also, page 14. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=7656870 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=9455797
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=8795193
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=79301116
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=109662162
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=7656870
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 O. C. Sholes:  Long known in WI - first at Green Bay, then Southport; represented Brown 
county in the Territorial Assembly in the six sessions from 1837 to 1840; and in 1855, 
represented Kenosha  county in the Assembly, and was chosen Speaker of that body.  
See also, page 14. 

 

 Chauncey Davis:  Censor, serving the formation of the Constitution, “Pike River 
Claimant’s Union, auxiliary to the County Union”. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=61624654 

 

 Nelson Allen:  Censor, serving the formation of the Constitution, “Pike River Claimant’s 
Union, auxiliary to the County Union”. 

 

 Joseph Cauldwell, [sic] (Caldwell):   Early settler at “Pike River” in 1835.  Founder (with 
his brother, Tyler) of “Caldwell’s Prairie” (Caldwell, Racine Co., WI.).  

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=69877005 

 

 Jared Fox:  Censor, serving the formation of the Constitution, “Pike River Claimant’s 
Union, auxiliary to the County Union”. 

 
Find-A-Grave memorial: 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=13361229 

 

 Nelson Gatliff:  Censor, serving the formation of the Constitution, “Pike River Claimant’s 
Union, auxiliary to the County Union”. 

 

 Henry Miller:  Censor, serving the formation of the Constitution, “Pike River Claimant’s 
Union, auxiliary to the County Union”. 

 

 J. M. Sherwood:  Delegate to the formation of the Constitution, “Pike River Claimant’s 
Union, auxiliary to the County Union”. 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=61624654
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=69877005
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=13361229


Copyright ©2012-2015 – Robert C. Kuhmann – Released to the Public Domain for non-profit use. 

 
28 

CREDITS: 
 
A special thank you is hereby extended to the many (anonymous) genealogy researchers and 
volunteers whose labors and field-photography (uploaded, contributed to www.FindAGrave.com ), 
serve to enhance this document, via the Internet links provided. 
 
 

ANECDOTES: 
 

a) This historical work was created to honor all of the families who surnames are mentioned 
herein, but specifically, persons genetically related to, or simply interested by the 
Caldwell, Kellogg, Resseguie, and Warner family histories. Your editor (Robert C. 
Kuhmann) is not related to any of the persons mentioned herein, however: 

 
b) Samuel Resseguie was a 1

st
 cousin to Abraham Resseguie [c.f. memorial # 42163588 at 

www.FindAGrave.com ].  Abraham, his wife and family were also present at “Pike River” 
in 1836.  He and his wife are 5

th
-Great-Grand-parents to the son of your editor, born 1998 

(on his maternal, grand-mother’s side).  My son, his mother and grandfather are also, 
“Cree Nation” descendants (from French Canada), hence - our sensitivities to Indian 
affairs. 

 

LEGAL STATUS: 
 
Copyright ©2012-2015, Robert C. Kuhmann, All Rights Reserved. This work is however, hereby 
released to the PUBLIC DOMAIN for non-profit purposes. 
 

 
CONTACT: 
 
FindAGrave contributor #46567652 
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rkuhmann@hotmail.com  
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