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Otto YOUNG (1844-1907) 
“ A biographical sketch about the life and times of an Illinois entrepreneur ... 

…a Prussian immigrant, on the shores of Geneva Lake, Walworth Co., Wisconsin.” 
 

From: Prussia – to: Chicago, Cook Co., Illinois & to Lake Geneva, Walworth Co., Wisconsin. 
Dedicated to the memories he made, within the manor he built - and shared with family during its “hay day”.  

 
Compiled, annotated, and edited by: Robert C. Kuhmann  

Delavan, Wisconsin - November 2014 

 

“Merchant Millionaire…” Nineteen 

hundred and six closed the life book of a 
score of men who could not count their 
wealth in the tens of millions but none is 
more interesting than the life story of 
Otto Young. We look upon the lives of 
rich men with interest - not because of 
their great wealth, but because we are 
interested to know how they obtained 
their wealth. If Otto Young had told any 
of his friends while clerking back of a 
cigar counter, at three dollars per week, 
that some day he would be worth 
millions they would very likely have 
rendered his notion as being the usual 
dream of the young foreign lad who 
crosses the "big pond2" to look for wealth 
in America. Nevertheless, his aspirations 

were no lower. He did not worry his friends with his dreams however, but started 
right to work to gain the height of his ambition. He believed that "Actions speak 
louder than words", and he worked hard and conscientiously to have his actions 
prove the quality of his thoughts. His parents were poor, and in his struggles to 
gain an education, the lad learned the value of money from his daily experiences. 
At the age of fourteen, Otto Young left home and sailed for New York, where he 
was cared for by relatives. It was here, while attending school that he realized 
every one of his hours must be used in a profitable way. He knew that his future 
depended largely upon these very school days, and in these years, he developed 
the good sound judgment that can only be gained by those who are left upon 
their own responsibilities and must either profit or lose by their experiences. 
Much to his regret, he found that circumstances would not permit him further 
schooling, and at the end of eighteen months, he left school to go to work. On 
leaving school however, he did not leave his studies - he improved every minute 
of his spare time - with books. In his first position though, he felt dissatisfied 
behind a cigar counter, he never shirked his work. He was conscientious and 
sincere in everything he undertook, always watching a chance for financial 

                                                 
2
 The Atlantic Ocean. 
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betterment. Quite unexpectedly, he was offered the position of traveling 
salesman. This he willingly accepted, for he realized besides gaining a business 
experience, he would have an opportunity to become better acquainted with the 
country. It was on one of the business trips for his firm that he chanced to come 
to Chicago. A few years later, gaining considerable knowledge of the jewelry 
business from a firm in New York, in which he had a partial interest, he started a 
business of his own in Chicago. His first interest, little store on Washington St., 
was the nucleus of what was later known as the large wholesale jewelry concern 
of Otto Young & Co. One of Mr. Young's best customers was E.J. Lehman3, who 
had opened a little store on the corner of State and Adams streets. One day, 
Lehman approached Mr. Young on the subject of shares and suggested his 
desire to have Mr. Young buy an interest in his store. After a few days of 
thoughtful meditation, Otto Young became a partner in Mr. Lehman's business, 
and until a year ago, held half interest, in what proved to be one of the largest 
department stores in the world. Mr. Young's income from this interest alone was 
over one million a year. While he was very serious in all his transactions, he had 
an optimistic nature and was always pleasant in his dealings with other people. 
He dealt very largely in real estate. In fact, it is said that he was gifted in foresight 
in real estate investments. The latter part of his life was spent entirely in the 
investment of real estate. Mr. Otto Young was a man of noble character. He was 
a home man in every sense of the word, and cared nothing for society. He spent 
his money unsparingly upon his home and his family. His pleasures of later years 
were wrapt4 in his little grandchildren. Up to the last few weeks of his death, he 
was a robust man enjoying good health. Heart failure claimed him in this his 
sixty-second year, Nov. 30, 1906, at his Geneva home. In the success of Otto 
Young lies the proof of what can be derived by good hard study and 
conscientious work, and it behooves every one to try. Success does not come in 
a day or a week. Start now in order that these days may be worth much to you in 
the future. 
 

 
“Younglands” AKA “The Stone Manor” 

                                                 
3
 Ernst Johann Lehman(n) [link]:  http://lakecountyhistory.blogspot.com/2008/09/ej-lehmann.html 

4
 [sic] wrapped-up. 

http://lakecountyhistory.blogspot.com/2008/09/ej-lehmann.html
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH: Otto Young was born in Elberfeld, Prussia5. 

His father and grandfather were architects, and Young initially studied the same 
trade. He also attended school at the local Roman Catholic Church. When Young 
was ten, his father died. His mother immigrated to the United States three or four 
years later, leaving Young in Düsseldorf. Although Young was instructed to follow 
her when he had the means, he instead moved to London, England, living on 
Threadneedle Street6. However, he soon ran out of money and struggled to find 
enough food to eat. While working a temporary job on a dock, Young decided to 
follow his mother to the United States. He boarded the “SS Great Eastern”7, 
arriving in New York City.  
 

 
The “Great Eastern” at, Heart's Content, July 1866. 

 
There, he noticed a particularly successful toy store on Broadway. He purchased 
a supply of toys from a wholesaler and peddled them on the street. After a week, 
he had saved up enough money to return to his mother. She encouraged him to 
attend a school, where he studied for eight months. Young then ran away and 
took a job as a clerk of a cigar store in New York City. In the early 1860s, Young 
used his savings from the cigar store to found a jewelry house. The store was 
very successful and he sold it in 1867 to establish a new store, intending to open 
it elsewhere in New York. In the meantime, however, he did some work for 
another New York trading house. This work took him to Chicago, Illinois in 1871 
during the “Great Chicago Fire”8. Young saw potential in the re-growth of the city 
and established a wholesale jewelry house the next year as Otto Young & Co. 
“Younglands”, the Otto Young estate in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. In 1886, Young 
purchased a half interest in the “The Fair Store”9, a department store founded by 
Ernst J. Lehman, upon its incorporation. The store's value quintupled from 
$200,000 to $1 million by 1890. By 1901, the company employed over 3,000 
people. Young was also on the board of directors of the “First National Bank of 

                                                 
5
 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elberfeld 

6
 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Threadneedle_Street 

7
 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Great_Eastern 

8
 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Chicago_Fire 

9
 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fair_Store 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elberfeld
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Threadneedle_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Great_Eastern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Chicago_Fire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fair_Store
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Chicago”10 and the “Chicago City Railway”11. In 1901, his vast estate, 
Younglands, was completed in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. 
 

 
“Younglands” (AKA “The Stone Manor”) of Lake Geneva, Walworth Co., WI., 
and the yacht, "Olivette" (named in honor of his wife), rechristened, the 
"Polaris" in 1930 (it is the oldest boat in operation on Geneva lake today (now 
owned and maintained by the "Gage Marine" company, of Williams Bay, WI.) 

 
The Renaissance Revival mansion was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1979.  
 

 
“Younglands” ballroom, on the 1st-floor - Lake Geneva, Walworth Co., WI. 

 
Young was also active in Chicago real estate. His largest holding was the 
“Heyworth Building”12, designed by “D. H. Burnham & Company”13. He also held 

                                                 
10

 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Chicago_Bank 
11

 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_City_Railway 
12

 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heyworth_Building 
13

 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D._H._Burnham_%26_Company 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Chicago_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_City_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heyworth_Building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D._H._Burnham_%26_Company
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portions of land under the “Carson, Pirie, Scott and Company Building”14 and the 
“Auditorium Building”15. In declining health, Young sold his portion of The Fair in 
1903. He intended to build a large hotel near the Auditorium Building. Young 
married, Ann Elizabeth Murphy in 1867. They had four daughters and a son that 
died young. In his son's memory, Young funded an addition to the “Chicago 
Home for Incurables”16. He was a member of the “Union League Club”17 of 
Chicago. He enjoyed collecting rugs, and his Persian collection in Lake Geneva 
was thought to be worth over $150,000. Young died on November 30, 1906, at 
his Lake Geneva estate and was buried in Chicago's “Oak Woods Cemetery”18. 
He was thought to be worth about $20 million at the time of his death; $460,000 
was donated to charity in his will, mainly to the Home for Incurables. 
 

 
“Younglands” AKA “The Stone Manor” (postcard, 1910). – courtesy of the, WI. Historical Society. 

 
-ooOoo- 

                                                 
14

 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carson,_Pirie,_Scott_and_Company_Building 
15

 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auditorium_Building,_Chicago 
16

 See also [link]: http://www.asylumprojects.org/index.php?title=Chicago_Home_for_Incurables 
17

 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_League_Club_of_Chicago 
18

 See also Wikipedia [link]:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oak_Woods_Cemetery 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carson,_Pirie,_Scott_and_Company_Building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auditorium_Building,_Chicago
http://www.asylumprojects.org/index.php?title=Chicago_Home_for_Incurables
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_League_Club_of_Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oak_Woods_Cemetery
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Another BIO’ (in brief): Otto Young (December 20, 1844 – November 30, 

1906) was a German American merchant and real estate mogul from Elberfeld, 
Prussia. After his father died in his youth, Young struggled to earn enough 
money to follow his mother to the United States. After he did, he sold toys on the 
streets of New York City before attending some school. He then worked as a 
clerk in a cigar store, eventually amassing enough money to open a jewelry 
store. The store was very successful and Young moved west to establish a new 
store in Chicago, Illinois. 
 
With the earnings from his Chicago store, Young purchased a half interest in The 
Fair Store. The value of the store skyrocketed afterward and Young became 
wealthy. He maintained several interests in real estate, including the Heyworth 
Building, and served on the board of trustees of the First National Bank of 
Chicago. Young was also a philanthropist, and often donated to the Chicago 
Home for Incurables in memory of his son. Young's estate in Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin is today recognized on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
His father and grandfather were architects, and Young initially studied the same 
trade. He also attended school at the local Roman Catholic Church. When Young 
was ten, his father died. His mother immigrated to the United States three or four 
years later, leaving Young in Düsseldorf. Although Young was instructed to follow 
her when he had the means, he instead moved to London, England, living on 
Threadneedle Street. However, he soon ran out of money and struggled to find 
enough food to eat.  While working a temporary job on a dock, Young decided to 
follow his mother to the United States. He boarded the SS Great Eastern, arriving 
in New York City. There, he noticed a particularly successful toy store on 
Broadway. He purchased a supply of toys from a wholesaler and peddled them 
on the street. After a week, he had saved up enough money to return to his 
mother. She encouraged him to attend a school, where he studied for eight 
months. Young then ran away and took a job as a clerk of a cigar store in New 
York City.  In the early 1860s, Young used his savings from the cigar store to 
found a jewelry house. The store was very successful and he sold it in 1867 to 
establish a new store, intending to open it elsewhere in New York. In the 
meantime, however, he did some work for another New York trading house. This 
work took him to Chicago, Illinois in 1871 during the Great Chicago Fire. Young 
saw potential in the re-growth of the city and established a wholesale jewelry 
house the next year as Otto Young & Co.  In 1886, Young purchased a half 
interest in The Fair Store, a department store founded by Ernst J. Lehman, upon 
its incorporation. The store's value quintupled from $200,000 to $1 million by 
1890. By 1901, the company employed over 3,000 people. Young was also on 
the board of directors of the First National Bank of Chicago and the Chicago City 
Railway. In 1901, his vast estate, “Younglands”, was completed in Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin. The Renaissance Revival mansion was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1979.  Young was also active in Chicago real 
estate. His largest holding was the Heyworth Building, designed by D. H. 
Burnham & Company. He also held portions of land under the Carson, Pirie, 
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Scott and Company Building and the Auditorium Building. In declining health, 
Young sold his portion of The Fair in 1903. He intended to build a large hotel 
near the Auditorium Building. Young married Ann Elizabeth Murphy in 1867. 
They had four daughters and a son that died young. In his son's memory, Young 
funded an addition to the Chicago Home for Incurables. He was a member of the 
Union League Club of Chicago. He enjoyed collecting rugs, and his Persian 
collection in Lake Geneva was thought to be worth over $150,000. Young died 
on November 30, 1906, at his Lake Geneva estate and was buried in Chicago's 
Oak Woods Cemetery. He was thought to be worth about $20 million at the time 
of his death; $460,000 was donated to charity in his will, mainly to the Home for 
Incurables. 
 

“YOUNGLANDS” (AKA the, “STONE MANOR”):  The Stone 

Manor is the largest estate ever built on Geneva Lake, and probably the most 
spoken of.  This colossal lakefront property is often mistaken as the “Wrigley 
Mansion” by newcomers and tourists on the streets of Lake Geneva.  Otto 
Young, began the construction of this historic home 1899, and originally called 
his mansion, “Younglands”.  Otto had come from an affluent Prussian family in 
Germany, however when he came to the USA in the mid 1800’s, he was virtually 
destitute.  He undertook his American business-life, by selling costume jewelry 
from a pushcart on the sidewalks of New York City.  Over the years, his business 
skills blossomed and he stockpiled an enormous fortune.  After the Chicago Fire 
of 1871, Mr. Young moved to Chicago and began investing heavily in real estate 
within the burned-out city.  Many thought that Chicago would never rebuild after 
the devastation of the fire, but Otto Young saw, opportunity.  Much of the 
downtown Chicago Real Estate he bought is known today as the “Loop”.  When 
he died in 1906, his fortune was estimated to be over $25 million (adjusted to  
account for inflation - his fortune would be close to a billion dollars – circa 2015).  
The original construction plans for the home were much more humble and a 
$150,000 budget was set.  Like many dream-home builders, Otto continued to 
make additions to the plans - and by the time the home was completed - and all 
of the ornate details were in place, the final cost was close to $2 million.  In total, 
there are seven levels in this historic estate.  The mansion is more than 
complete: equipped with 2-sub-basements, 4-main levels, and a sprawling roof 
terrace.  A 250-foot wide veranda concludes this architectural wonder, one which 
stretches across an amazing 174 feet (facing Geneva Lake).  The exterior walls 
feature Bedford limestone, while the interior walls are covered in Tennessee 
marble.  Hand-laid parquet of wooden tiles were applied to produce the floors of  
this majestic masterpiece.  When completed in 1901, all of the doorknobs, 
plumbing and electrical fixtures on the main level were 14k, gold-plated, with 
matching solid sterling-silver, on the second. Ceilings in the mansion are hand-
carved out of plaster-mortar, and were lavishly decorated by imported European 
artists - with breath-taking oil-paintings.  On the main floor, is the beautiful 
ballroom, complete with a crystal chandelier, huge mirrors, and an ornate, pink 
marble fireplace. The hand-carved dining-room table could seat 100 guests. Also 
on the main floor, was: a parlor, library, music room, game room, butler’s panty, 
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and a vast kitchen.  The second and third levels were basically bedrooms and 
bedroom suites. The fourth floor, was designed for recreation - and even 
contained a gymnasium and a miniature golf course. Originally the roof was a 
garden, but there have been some changes across the years - including a 
rooftop swimming pool. Even the two-level basement was elaborate - including a 
three-lane bowling alley, jewelry vault, huge laundry and drying rooms and a 
monster coal storage room with a double-boiler system. The lowest level was 
used for ice storage. In the winter - they would harvest large blocks of ice from  
Geneva Lake, and store those - for summer use, as a primitive air-conditioning 
system.  Otto Young only enjoyed the home for 5-years before his death, but the 
mansion remained in the family until 1939, when Young’s granddaughter 
presented the home (and about 8-acres of the surrounding land) to the Episcopal 
Church - to be used as a private school for girls. Unfortunately, the school failed 
financially after a few years, and financial problems have plagued the edifice, 
ever since.  In the early 1960’s the mansion was taken-over by Walworth County 
(to offset unpaid, back taxes). A tax auction was held and it was bought by a 
developer for just $75,000. Since that time, several million dollars have been 
spent on the restoration of the building. In the 1970’s, the main level was 
transformed into an elegant French-styled restaurant known as, the “Stone 
Manor Inn”. The restaurant too experienced financial problems, and was forced 
to close. Next, came the “Christmas Tree Museum”. Most recently, the building 
was purchased by another Chicagoan, and was converted into six (6) luxury 
condominiums. 
 

 
The Young residence, 1958 – courtesy of the WI. Historical Society. 
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OBITUARY: "Otto Young Dead - the Well-Known German-American 

Capitalist Died at His Country Estate".  After a sickness of only two weeks the 
well-known Chicago Merchant Prince, Otto Young died yesterday at his country 
home in Lake Geneva. His death came unexpectedly even to his nearest 
relatives, although Mr. Young was ailing for several years already. His wife and 
his daughters, Mrs. Byron F. Hobart, Mrs. Lawrence Heyworth, Mrs. S. K. Martin 
and Mrs. L. G. Kaufmann were at his death-bed. The funeral will be held Monday 
at the Oakwoods Cemetery and will be held privately Rev. W. O. Waters will hold 
a mourning service at the residence, 2032 Calumet Avenue. Otto Young was 
born in Elberfeld on December 20th, 1844, and died when nearly 62 years old. 
As a five-year old boy he lost his father who was an architect, and a few years 
later his mother died. The fourteen year old Otto was sent to relatives in New 
York and attended first, for one year, the Military School in Cornwall-on-the-
Hudson. He then returned to New York where he worked in a cigar store for 
$3.00 a week. By his economy he saved from these small wages a small sum 
that enabled him to start in 1861 a jewelry business. He developed the business 
and sold it after six years profitably and became a traveling salesman for a New 
York firm. At the time of the great fire he came to Chicago. His sharp eye 
recognized at once the great possibilities of this city as an industrial center and 
so he founded in the building at 149-151 State Street, a jewelry wholesale house. 
When in 1885 the Fair was incorporated Mr. Young bought for $100,000 one half 
of the stock and took over personally the management of this enterprise, which 
grew under his able hand to its present height. About a year ago he retired from 
business. Mr. Young left a large fortune, which is estimated at $20,000,000 and 
consists in a large part of real estate in the city. Since the death of his son Otto, 
Mr. Young gave great care to welfare institutions. In memory of his son he 
erected for $100,000 an addition to 3the Home for Incurables at 55th Street and 
Ellis Avenue, and has since paid for the upkeep of this department. Also for other 
welfare institutions and purposes he had an open hand. Mr. Young married his 
wife in 1867 in New Orleans. Her maiden name was Murphy and she came from 
Virginia. During the last years he spent much of his time in Lake Geneva. Last 
year he sold his interest in the Fair to Mrs. Auguste Lehmann. He belonged to 
the Directors of the First National Bank and the Chicago City Railway Co.19 20 

                                                 
19

 SOURCE: "Abendpost - December 01, 1906" (original text was in German language). 
20

 Source [link]: http://flps.newberry.org/article/5418474_11_1516 

http://flps.newberry.org/article/5418474_11_1516
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OTTO YOUNG’S WILL: FORTUNE TO GRAND-CHILDREN.; Otto 

Young's Will Follows the General Plan of the Late Marshall Field's.  CHICAGO, 
Dec. 15.  1906.  The will of the late Otto Young was made public to-day. The bulk 
of the estate, estimated at $20,000,000, is left in trust to the First Trust and 
Savings Bank. The plans of the will, which was drawn on Sept. 5, 1905, follow 
those laid down in the will of Marshall Field, the estate going eventually to the 
grandchildren of the dead merchant. 21  
 
An ensuing litigation22… (United States Court of Appeals, Seventh District.) 
 
Otto Young died November 30, 1906, testate, his will having been executed in 
1905. Therein he named the First Trust and Savings Bank of Chicago as trustee 
of his residuary estate. This banking institution has been organized and was then 
being conducted in behalf of the stockholders and directors of the First National 
Bank. Young was one of its directors. The purpose of its organization was to 
provide the First National with a trust department, inasmuch as at that time the 
power of a national bank to administer trust was questioned. Despite the fact that 
it was a separate corporate entity organized under the laws of Illinois, the First 
Trust & Savings was under the same ownership, control and management as the 
First National. Promptly upon Young's death, the First Trust entered upon the 
execution of its powers and duties as trustee under his will and continued so to 
do until February 11, 1929, when, in accord with Section 12 of the Illinois 
Banking Act, Ill. Rev. Stat. 1949, c. 16 1/2, Sec. 12, it consolidated with the Union 
Trust Company, another Illinois corporation endowed with statutory power to 
administer trusts. The consolidated corporation, First Union Trust and Savings 
Bank, continued to administer the trust. It, too, was owned, controlled and 
managed by the same persons who owned, controlled and managed the First 
National. On July 17, 1933, pursuant to the authority granted by the McFadden 
Act, 44 Stat. 1224-1226 as amended, 48 Stat. 190, 12 U.S.C.A. § 34a, the First 
Union was consolidated with the First National and thence afterward the 
consolidated bank, the present defendant, the First National, continued to 
perform the duties of the trustee imposed by the will of Otto Young exactly as 
had been done by the predecessor corporations.  {Portions left out…} 
 
 

The Judgment rendered (by His Honor, Judge Finnegan, Circuit Court). 

 

In my opinion it was the clear intention of Otto Young, as expressed in his last 
will and testament, after making certain specific bequests, to place all the residue 
and remainder of his property in a trust to accumulate for so long a period of time 
as was allowable under the rule against perpetuities and under the statute of 
Illinois against accumulations.  The trustee was given almost unlimited power to 
manage and control the estate, to make loans on its behalf and to subject it to 
mortgages and to sell all par? § of the corpus, except two pieces of real estate 

                                                 
21

 SOURCE: The New York Times, December 16, 1906, Page 10. 
22

 See [link]: http://openjurist.org/179/f2d/347/dekorwin-v-first-nat-bank-of-chicago-dekorwin 

http://openjurist.org/179/f2d/347/dekorwin-v-first-nat-bank-of-chicago-dekorwin
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distinctly described in the will. The trust was to endure until the death of his last 
surviving daughter, and until his youngest grandchild should attain the age of 
twenty-one years. Although the youngest living grandchild of Otto Young is now 
twenty-six years of age, one of his daughters still survives. Consequently no one 
can tell at this time just exactly when the corpus of the estate will be distributed. If 
the surviving daughter died presently the distribution would take place at once 
under facts as they now exist, but because she may, so far as the law is 
concerned, have another child it may happen that when she dies she will leave 
an infant child, in which event the distribution of Otto Young's estate would be 
delayed until that infant reached the age of twenty-one. But in any event, when 
the time for distribution comes, the will in my judgment makes it plain that 
distribution shall be made to the grandchildren then living, and in the case of 
deceased grandchildren, the share they would take if then living, shall go to their 
surviving issue.  The District Court should be reversed, in toto.23 

                                                 
23

 See also [link]: http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1993-01-10/business/9303160991_1_stone-manor-lake-
geneva-ricci/2 

 

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1993-01-10/business/9303160991_1_stone-manor-lake-geneva-ricci/2
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1993-01-10/business/9303160991_1_stone-manor-lake-geneva-ricci/2
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Newspaper clipping: The “Chicago Daily Tribune”, Sunday, 09 Jun 1901, page 46. 
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"NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES" 
 
“Younglands” was added to the register in 1979 (#81000063).  The mansion is 
also known as the, “Stone Manor”, at 880 Lake Shore Drive, Lake Geneva, 
Walworth County, Wisconsin. 
 

 Title: Younglands 

 National Register Information System ID: 79000116 

 Applicable Criteria: ARCHITECTURE / ENGINEERING / PERSON 

 Architectural Styles: RENAISSANCE / OTHER 

 Architects: Gay, Henry Lord 

 Areas Of Significance: COMMERCE / ARCHITECTURE 

 Periods Of Significance: 1900-1924; 1875-1899 

 Significant Years: 1899; 1901 

 Significant Names: Young,Otto 

 Resource Type: BUILDING 

 Related Collections: National Register of Historic Places Collection 

 Resource Format: pdf 

 File Size (bytes): 22151 

 Date Published: 9/18/1979 

 Parks:  National Register of Historic Places 

 Locations: State of Wisconsin 

 County: Walworth County 

 Lake Geneva: 880 Lake Shore Dr. 

 WISCONSIN: Walworth Co.; Lake Geneva 

 Asset ID:  5943edd6-ab25-40b9-b5e9-7dade11ed77a 
 
SOURCE: listed on the National Register of Historic Places: 
Source [link]: http://focus.nps.gov/AssetDetail?assetID=5943edd6-ab25-40b9-b5e9-
7dade11ed77a 

 
-ooOoo- 

 

NOMINATION to the National Registry of Historic Places: of "Younglands" 

AKA the "Stone Manor" (received: 26-Jun-1979 / entered: 18-Sep-1979). 
 
APPEARANCE: Younglands is a grand three-story mansion which resembles an English 
Renaissance Revival palace. It is a fireproof structure of white Bedford stone, steel, hollow tile 
and concrete (it measures 70* x 174 f ). The main facade faces a broad expanse of lawn and 
Lake Geneva. The plan is "U"-shaped with projecting pavilions on each side of a recessed 
section. The first and second levels of this recessed area are filled with round-arched loggias; on 
the first story is a triple arcade version of a Palladian window, In the spandrels are cartouches 
with busts of Young T s four daughters and lavish foliate ornament. The second level arcade 
contains five arches. Capitals are Roman Ionic. Above is a balustraded terrace. These arcades 
have been glazed in recent years. The first level of each pavilion is pierced by three large 
rectangular openings with inset columns trimming the sides of each window. These areas were 
glazed in recent times. The walls of the first story are rusticated. Modillions trim the cornice 
above. Porches extending to each side of the house with similar detail were originally one-story 
high. Two more stories were recently added to the porch on. the north end in a modern but 
sympathetic design. One additional story with doubled columns and details similar to the house 
was added to the south end at an unknown time.  The second story of each pavilion features a 

http://focus.nps.gov/AssetDetail?assetID=5943edd6-ab25-40b9-b5e9-7dade11ed77a
http://focus.nps.gov/AssetDetail?assetID=5943edd6-ab25-40b9-b5e9-7dade11ed77a
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shallow rectangular bay composed of three groups of doubled windows between lavishly carved 
pilasters. The balustrade of the terrace is echoed above the cornice of these bays. Behind the 
balustrades on the third level are three more doubled windows. The cornice of the house features 
a frieze of foliate panels with dentils and modillions. The composition is topped off by a solid 
stone balustrade encircling a roof garden with a large acroterion decorating the center. An 
elevator shaft added in 1972 projects from the top of the roof.  The house rests on a high and 
wide piazza constructed of colorful native fieldstone boulders with a stone balustrade above. 
Originally, the grounds were lavishly landscaped with broad walks, terraces and flower gardens 
lined with box hedges and ornamented with statues and fountains. Through the years the estate 
has diminished in size; the landscape design has been lost.  The interior is lavishly decorated. 
The first floor contains the main central hall facing the lake and joined by a wide screen of 
Corinthian columns to the ballroom.  A colorfully frescoed ceiling depicting scenes from Roman 
mythology, a crystal chandelier and a large white Carrara marble fireplace decorate the ballroom. 
Off of the ballroom is the music room which features panels of mahogany hand-carved and 
painted to depict musical instruments. Adjacent to the music room is a billiard room paneled in 
satinwood. Also on the first floor are a library with a red marble fireplace and mahogany 
bookcases, and, facing the lake, a dining room to which leads an eight foot wide hallway which 
served as a picture gallery. Carved and painted grape clusters decorate the ceiling of the dining 
room. The floors on the first story are parqueted in scroll patterns, each room has a fireplace, and 
the electric light fixtures and door hardware are gold-plated. The stairway to the second floor is of 
heavily carved wine-red mahogany. The second floor originally contained a parlor and nine 
bedrooms, each with a fireplace and a large bathroom. On the third floor were seven guest rooms 
and seven rooms for servants. Fixtures on these floors were silver. The fourth floor had a large 
gymnasium and a miniature golf course. The basement contained more servants quarters, 
refrigeration rooms, kitchens, ice rooms and a bowling alley.  Today the upper floors have been 
converted into condominiums. Part of the south end of the house now contains a network of steel 
reinforcing beams for the new rooftop swimming pool. The coach 'barn is located across Lake 
Shore Road from the house, behind a low fieldstone wall. It is a large, 2-1/2 story, gable roofed 
structure of domestic design. The first floor is constructed of the same colorful fieldstone as the 
fence walls. Above, two cross gables of half-timber with stucco infill, corner braces and simple 
bargeboards project from the main gable. A recessed enclosed porch extends between them. To 
the south is a one-story fieldstone wing. Large arched openings on the first floor have been filled 
in with doors and bay windows.  Behind the coach barn to the southeast sits a small, one-story, 
gable roofed garage with fieldstone walls and half-timbered gable ends similar to the coach barn. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: Built between 1899 and 1901 for Otto Young, a prominent Chicago 
businessman, Younglands is "the largest and most luxurious mansion ever built on Geneva Lake, 
"a summer haven for wealthy Chicagoans. It represents the resort era of Lake Geneva, which 
was known as the Newport of the West. Younglands is of state significance because it is among 
the most luxurious private residences in Wisconsin. The work of a regionally significant architect, 
Henry Lord Gay, Younglands is among the best examples in Wisconsin of the Italian 
Renaissance Revival which became popular at the turn of the century for grand summer houses. 
In addition, the coach barn for the estate, added before 1906, is itself a fine example of the Tudor 
Revival style of the early twentieth century. 
 
HISTORY: Otto Young immigrated to the United States from Germany in 1859. Beginning as a 
retail clerk in New York City, he worked his way up in the mercantile business until he owned his 
own wholesale jewelry business and was half-owner of the Fair Store in Chicago.  He also 
became a director of the First National Bank and was one of the men instrumental in bringing the 
World's Columbian Exposition to Chicago. He earned the majority of his 25 million dollar fortune, 
however, investing in downtown Chicago real estate after the fire. In the fall of 1897 Young 
bought G. L. Dunlap's estate, the Moorings, on Lake Geneva. The next year Young moved 
Dunlap's house, an 18-room frame Victorian mansion, away from the lake to make room for the 
Italian palace he was to build (the Moorings was demolished in 1938). After his new house was 
finished, Young added the coach barn, a "cow palace," and extensive boulder walls, and acquired 
hundreds of acres of farm and undeveloped lands (the cow palace is no longer extant). After his 
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death in 1906, his wife visited the house only a few times before she died in 1916. Then his 
daughter, Cecilia Heyworth de Korwin, purchased the property from the estate, but she only 
visited the mansion four very brief times before she presented it and its surrounding lake shore 
property in 1938 to the Sisters of St. Anne for an Episcopalian girls' school (she sold most of the 
farmland at this time). In 1941 Soon K. Hahn bought the coach barn to house his perfume factory 
and a tearoom which was to be called the "Korean Village." Hahn purchased the mansion four 
years later. The tearoom and perfume factory closed shortly thereafter, but Hahn continued to 
occupy the property amid heated legal disputes over its true ownership. In 1963, John Bihlmire, 
the current owner, took possession. He has made improvements on the mansion for use as a 
cocktail lounge and restaurant on the main level and condominiums above. 
 
ARCHITECTURE: Henry Lord Gay, FAIA, was born in Baltimore in 1844. He was educated in 
New England and Europe and received his practical training at the New Haven offices of Sidney 
Stone, In 1864 he moved to Chicago, where he at first worked for William Boyington. In 1867 Gay 
began his own practice and subsequently designed many private residences and churches, 
including the First Congregational Church. In the 1880s Gay was director of the Builders' and 
Traders Exchange, which he had organized. At this time many of his commissions were for 
summer residences at Lake Geneva, including the Folly (razed), Maple Lawn (extant, but much 
altered), Negawni (razed), Villa Palatine (destroyed by fire), Ceylon Court (razed), and a major 
addition to what was previously his own hunting lodge, Gay Lynne (extant). Shortly after 1900, 
Gay moved to San Diego where he died in 1921. When Gay displayed the plans for Younglands 
at the 1899 Chicago Architects' Club exhibition, the lavish sumptuousity of the plans caused a 
sensation. Younglands was designed to cost $250,000 but by the time the interior decoration was 
completed in 1901, Young had spent over $1,000,000 on his summer residence. He imported 
artists from Europe to paint and gild ceilings, install woodwork and carve stone. According to a 
local paper, "it was for almost half a century one of the finest private [residences] outside of the 
eastern seaboard—and it added immensely to [the] area's claim that Lake Geneva was the 
Newport of the West." Unfortunately many of the fine summer houses built on this resort lake 
have been demolished to make room for subdivisions and condominiums. Of the 58 houses built 
before 1920 mentioned in Wolfmeyer and Gage's book on Lake Geneva, almost half have been 
destroyed and many of those which remain have been so altered as to be unrecognizable. 
Younglands, now known as the Stone Manor, has an uncertain future. The current owner has 
announced plans to build condominiums on the expanse of lawn between the mansion and the 
lake. In addition, the entire site has been offered for sale. For this reason, the "Stone Manor for 
Civic Center" committee has requested this nomination. 
 
SOURCE [down-load link]:  pdfhost.focus.nps.gov/docs/NRHP/Text/79000116.pdf 
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APPENDICES (misc. info.) 
 
 

PARENTS: 
Father: Johann Christian Young, b.~1820 (estimated) Germany, d.???? Germany. 
Mother: Marie von Wingruber, b.~1821 (estimated) Germany, d.???? USA. 

 
MARRIAGE: 
m.1867 - Ann Elizabeth Murphy (~1846-????, d. after 1906) 

 
-ooOoo- 

 
CHILDREN: 
i. John W. Young, b.~1873 IL., d.???? IL. (died young). 
ii. Selma Young, b.~1876 IL, d.???? 
iii. Mary Young, b.~1878 IL., d.???? 
iv. Catherine Young, b.~1880 IL., d.???? 
v. Laura Young, b.~1882 IL., d.???? 
 
Two had nicknames:  “Cecilia, Daisy” (but not Catherine and Laura). 

 
Married names (husbands) of the four daughters: 
 
  - Mrs. Byron F. Hobart 
  - Mrs. Lawrence Heyworth 
  - Mrs. S. K. Martin 
  - Mrs. L. G. Kaufmann 

 
GRAND-CHILDREN: 

- Names (as yet) are unknown to this author. 
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TIME-LINE & RESIDENCES (of the subject, and family): 

 
1844 - Birth of Otto Young, in Elberfeld, Prussia, on December 20th, 1844. 
1854 - Father died (in Prussia). 
1857 - His mother immigrated to the USA (1857-58), leaving him in Düsseldorf. 
1857 - Moved to “Threadneedle Street”, London, England. 
1858 - Summer, he too immigrated to the USA on board the “SS Great Eastern”, arrived NYC. 
1858 - Attended military school in, Cornwall-on-the-Hudson (for about 18 months). 
1859 - His mother died. 
1859 - Sent to live with relatives in New York. 
1860 - Ran away and took a job as a clerk in a cigar store for $3 per week. 
1861 - Started a jewelry business. 
1867 - Sold that first jewelry business, and became a traveling salesman for a NY firm. 
1867 - Married Ann Elizabeth Murphy (of Virginia), in New Orleans, LA. 
1872 - Located in Chicago. 
1872 - Founded business at 149-151 State Str., Chicago, IL. (jewelry wholesale house). 
1873 - Birth of son, John W. Young. 
1876 - Birth of daughter, Selma Young. 
1878 - Birth of daughter, Mary Young. 
1880 - Birth of daughter, Catherine Young. 
1882 - Birth of daughter, Laura Young 
1885 - The “Fair Store” was incorporated.  
1886 - Young bought ½ of the stock if the “Fair Store” (from Ernst J Lehman). 
1888 - His Capital Stock in the store was increased to $500K. 
1890 - Store quintupled in value (from $200K to $1 Million). 
1901 - Store had over 3,000 employees. 
1901 - Resided 2032 Calumet, Chicago, IL. 
1901 - Younglands completed by Geneva Lake. 
1903 - Sold his interest in “The Fair Store” to Mrs. Auguste Lehman. 
1905 - Retired from business (with a net worth, estimated at $20 Million). 
1906 - Death of Otto Young, at his Geneva Lake home, on Nov. 30, 1906. 

 
-ooOoo- 
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FEDERAL & STATE records: 
 
"WI CENSUS 1905" 

Name: Otto Young 
Residence Place: Lake Geneva, Walworth, Wisconsin 
Age (Original): 60y 
Birth Year (Estimated): Abt 1845 
Birthplace: Germany 
Relationship to Head of Household (Original Language): Head 
Race: White 
Gender: Male 
Marital Status: Married 
Parent 1 Birthplace: Germany 
Parent 2 Birthplace: Germany 
Otto Young Head M 60y Germany 
Elizabeth Young Wife F 50y Virginia 
John A Rauber Servant M 30y Switzerland 
Carrie Lewis Servant F 40y Norway 
Frank H Herrick Servant M 34y Michigan 
Johana Erickson Servant F 38y Sweden 
Ida J Johnson Servant F 28y Sweden 
 
SOURCE: Wisconsin State Census, 1905. 
Source [link]: https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MMQD-JDR 
 

"US CENSUS 1900" 
Name Otto Young 
Event Type Census 
Event Year 1900 
Event Place Precinct 10 South Town Chicago city Ward 2, Cook, Illinois 
Gender Male 
Age 55 
Marital Status Married 
Race White 
Race (Original) W 
Relationship to Head of Household Head 
Relationship to Head of Household (Original) Head 
Years Married 33 
Birth Date Dec 1845 
Birthplace Germany 
Marriage Year (Estimated) 1867 
Immigration Year 1860 
Father's Birthplace Germany 
Mother's Birthplace Germany 
Otto Young Head M 55 Germany 
Elizabeth Young Wife F 53 Virginia 
Catherine Young Daughter F 20 Illinois 
Laura Young Daughter F 18 Illinois 
Mathilde Stoll Servant F 24 France 
May Mc Carthy Servant F 37 Ireland 
Mary T Bohn Servant F 22 Germany 
Rosa Richardson Servant F 48 Germany 
 
SOURCE: US Federal Census, 1900. 
Source [link]: https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MSSK-SSG 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MMQD-JDR
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MSSK-SSG
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"US CENSUS 1880" 
Name Otto Young 
Event Type Census 
Event Year 1880 
Event Place Chicago, Cook, Illinois 
Gender Male 
Age 35 
Marital Status Married 
Race White 
Race (Original) W 
Occupation Wholesale Jeweler 
Relationship to Head of Household Self 
Relationship to Head of Household (Original) Self 
Birth Year (Estimated) 1845 
Birthplace Germany 
Father's Birthplace Germany 
Mother's Birthplace Germany 
Affiliate Name The U.S. (NARA) 
Otto Young Self M 35 Germany 
Elizebeth Young Wife F 33 Virginia [sic] {Elizabeth} 
John W Young Son M 7 Illinois 
Selma Young Daughter F 4 Illinois 
Mary Young Daughter F 2 Illinois 
Lizzie Witt Other F 17 Germany 
Julius Snearing Other M 29 Germany 
Jennie Burns Other F 18 Illinois 
Nora Barrell Other F 20 Pennsylvania 
 
SOURCE: US Federal Census, 1880. 
Source [link]:  https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MXJQ-Q16 
 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MXJQ-Q16
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"Wisconsin Death Index 1820-1907" 
Name:  Otto Young 
Event Type: Death 
Event Date: 1906 
Event Place: Lake Geneva, Walworth, Wisconsin 
Residence Place: Chicago, Ill. 
Gender: Male 
Age: 61 
Marital Status: Married 
Race: white 
Occupation: Merchant 
Birth Date: 20 Dec 1844 
Birth Year (Estimated): 1845 
Birthplace: Elberfeld 
Burial Place: Chicago 
Cemetery: Oakwoods Cemetery 
Father's Name: Johann Christinn 
Father's Birthplace: Germany 
Mother's Name: Marie Von Wingruber 
Mother's Birthplace: Germany 
Spouse's Name: Ann Elizabeth 
  
SOURCE: Wisconsin, Death Index 1820-1907 
Source [link]: https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:X2B4-N9F 
 
 

-ooOoo- 

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:X2B4-N9F
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INTERNET LINKS (to burial sites / online memorials): 

 
SUBJECT OF THIS BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH & HIS SPOUSE: 
 
 

-gravestone photo- 
 
Otto Young 1844-1906 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=138522786 
 
 

-gravestone photo- 
 

Ann Elizabeth Murphy 18XX-19XX 
http://www.findagrave.com/ 
  
 
 

-ooOoo- 

 
 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=138522786
http://www.findagrave.com/
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ANECDOTES: 
 

a) This historical work was created as a public service, for those persons 
genetically related to, or simply interested by the families: Young, or 
Murphy - and their respective genealogies.  Your Editor (Robert C. 
Kuhmann) is not related to any of the persons mentioned herein. 

b) Dedicated to the memory of Mr. Young, his wife and family. 
 

 

GENEALOGY pages (more than 21,600 names, as of this writing): 
[link]: http://www.kuhmann.com/Genealogy/default.htm 
 

 
LEGAL STATUS: 
Copyright ©2014-2015 - Robert C. Kuhmann – All Rights Reserved. This work is 
however, hereby released to the PUBLIC DOMAIN, for non-profit purposes.   
 
CONTACT INFORMATION (for the author/editor): 
 
FindAGrave contributor #46567652 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=mr&MRid=46567652&MSid=46567652& 

 
rkuhmann@hotmail.com    /   www.KUHMANN.com  
 
Last updated: 27-Sep-2015, at 14:20 
 

-End-. 
 

http://www.kuhmann.com/Genealogy/default.htm
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=mr&MRid=46567652&MSid=46567652&
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