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“EARLY REMINISCENCES” 
by  

Addison Resseguie  
b.14-Jan-1829 d.??-???-19??

1
 

 

Edited and annotated by: Robert C. Kuhmann, of Delavan, WI., in May 2012. 

 
-ooOoo- 

 

Blair, Neb., Dec. 17, 1905.
2
 

 

Friend Porter:
3
 

 

- In complying with your request that I should give reminiscences of the early days of the 

settlement of Wisconsin, I wish it understood that I was little more than seven years old 

when I first set foot on Wisconsin soil at Kenosha, on the first day of July, 1836.
4
  

 

Therefore if I fail to make my descriptions of those early, days very comprehensive, you 

will please make allowance for the defects.  Perhaps I may as well begin by saying 

something of the facilities of travel in the early days, and that the emigrants from the 

eastern states did not come in Pullman cars
5
. 

 

In 1835 Joseph Caldwell
6
 and his brother, Tyler

7
, with their families and their sister, Miss 

Orrilla
8
, who afterward became the wife of Esquire Ira Rice

9
, and the mother of Captain 

John T. Rice
10

, traveled all the way from the town of Hubbardton, Rutland Co., Vt., to 

Wisconsin, by wagon.  They first settled about three miles from Kenosha, then only 

known as Pike River.  I am particular to mention Mrs. Rice because she was my first 

school-teacher in Hubbardton, Vt.  Therefore I have always admired her with sincere 

respect and affection.  When my father
11

 concluded to emigrate in 1836 (as the Caldwells 

had been near neighbors of ours) he determined to go to Wisconsin.  So we left 

Hubbardton about the middle of May, and boarded a canal boat at Whitehall
12

, and we 

traveled by the Erie Canal
13

 to Buffalo.  It took three weeks to make the trip.  We crossed 

                                                 
1
 Known to have been living (1888) in Aurora, Kane Co., IL. - possibly with cousin, Charles Resseguie and 

wife Ella H. Taylor-Resseguie (who also resided in Aurora, per 1880 US Census). Later resided in Blair, 
Washington Co., NE. As of this writing, his place of, and date of death is not known. 
2
 This letter was written when Addison was aged to 76 years. It was published the following year in the 

Mukwonago, Waukesha Co., WI. newspaper: the "Mukwonago Chief", on 18-Jan-1906. 
3
 Porter family member, probably buried at Caldwell Prairie Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 

4
 Moved from Hubbardton, Rutland Co., Vermont, to Caldwell Prairie, Racine Co., during the months of May 

through July, 1836.  The author was about age 7 at the time. 
5
 Reference to the luxury of railroad sleeping-cars which were in use from 1867 to 1968.  

6
 Founder of the village of Caldwell Prairie, Racine Co., WI. 

7
 Buried in East Hubbardton Cemetery, East Hubbardton, Rutland Co., VT. 

8
 Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waterford, Racine Co., WI. 

9
 Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waterford, Racine Co., WI. 

10
 Buried with wife, Helene Boughton-Rice, in Oakwood Cemetery, Waterford, Racine Co., WI.   

11
 Abraham Resseguie 1782-1856, buried at Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 

12
 Town at the junction between the Champlain Canal and Lake Champlain. 

13
 NY. waterway which runs 363 miles from Albany, on the Hudson River to Buffalo, NY. at Lake Erie. 
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Lake Erie to Detroit in a crazy old steamboat, named the Sheldon Thompson
14

 
15

 
16

.  

There we had to take a schooner
17

, for at that time there were no regular steamers making 

regular trips up the lakes.  We were three weeks in making the trip on account of contrary 

winds, but when we had passed Mackinaw
18

 we had favorable winds, but so strong we 

could not make Pike River our destination, so we were carried on to Chicago, and there 

the boat was laid up in the river ten days waiting for a favorable wind to go back north, 

but we were finally landed at Pike River on the first day of July.  There were but very few 

people in that area then.  I can remember there was, one frame building, at store kept by a 

Mr. Hale and not more than at dozen houses.  We did not remain there long, and were 

taken to Joseph Caldwell`s house.  Of course it was at log-house - had about twenty feet 

square and now it sheltered 26 people.  Mr. Caldwell was not satisfied with his location 

there and before our arrival had been up and located claims on what was afterward named 

Caldwell’s Prairie
19

.  So he induced father and his two sons-in-law, William A. Cheney
20

 

and Calvin Gault
21

 to make their settlement there.  They went up at once and located their 

claims and went to work and built at log house on my father’s claim.  It was located on a 

little knoll just a few feet west of where the barn of Lorin Ward
22

 now stands.  There 

were a half-dozen large burr oak trees around it.  My father’s location was at half section 

beginning at the corner where Steubenrauch’s store now stands and running one mile east 

and north to the county line. Cheney’s claim is now Alf Talcott’s
23

 farm and Calvin 

Gault’s is now M. L. Davis’
24

, for when Uncle Jesse Smith
25

 came a few years later. 

Calvin sold him his claim and located cast of our farm.  Now when they had put up a. 

shake roof on the house, they went back to Caldwell`s to more the families there.  Father 

bought three or four yoke of oxen and a wagon and with a load of household goods he 

took Cheney and wife and child, my sister Mary
26

 who died in l844, and my self for the 

first lot.  Between our starting point and Rochester
27

, there were no houses then except at 

Ives Grove
28

.  There was a tavern there kept by at Mr. Call
29

.  We stayed all night there 

and arrived at Rochester about noon the next day.  There were a half a dozen families 

there.  I can only remember the names of Seth Warner and Mr. Godfrey
30

.  The river had 

                                                 
14

 Named after and once owned by a pioneer of the same name, proprietor of a ship-building firm who 
settled in Lewiston NY, in 1810. 
15

 “The steam-boat SHELDON THOMPSON has been purchased by Mr. D. Whitney of Green Bay, to be 
connected with two others now building, and run at regular periods between that town and Buffalo.”  
Source: Cleveland Weekly Advertiser, Thursday, November 10, 1836. 
16

 First captain was Augustus Walker - no steam boat had visited Chicago prior to 1832, was one of the first 
four vessels to do so (but with Cholera having ‘visited’ death on-board). 
17

 Sailing vessel used in times gone by - characterized by the use of fore and aft sails on two or more masts, 
with the forward mast being no taller than the rear masts. 
18

 Straights of Mackinaw, between Lake Michigan and Lake Huron. 
19

 AKA, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 
20

 Buried by his wife, in Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 
21

 Buried at Evergreen Cemetery, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz Co., CA. (having been a “49’er” seeking gold). 
22

 AKA, Lorenzo Ward, buried Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 
23

 Buried with his wife, Amelia at Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 
24

 Buried with his wife, Josephine at Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 
25

 Buried with his wife, Sylvia Barton-Smith at Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 
26

 Daughter of Abraham Resseguie and Lovina Robinson-Resseguie, buried at Caldwell Cemetery, 
Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 
27

 Rochester, Racine Co., WI. 
28

 Unincorporated community located in the town of Yorkville, Racine Co., WI. 
29

 Wife is buried in Rochester Cemetery, Rochester, Racine Co., WI. 
30

 Probably, Levi Brown Godfrey, buried Rochester Cemetery, Rochester, Racine Co., WI. 
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to be forded.  A passage-way just wide enough for a wagon had been cut through the 

bank, sloping down into the water.  When the team got into the water, the leaders stopped 

to drink, the others swerved to one side, so the off wheels of the wagon run on the high 

bank, and over it went.  Mrs. Cheney and her child in her arms, was sitting on a chair in 

the front end, so she was thrown into the water.  Cheney pulled her out quickly and the 

people who saw the accident ran to our aid and took her to it house and changed her 

clothing so she was all right soon and ready to proceed on our journey.  None the rest of 

us had got wet.  We arrived at our house before night without further accident.  There 

was no floor in the house, nor a. window, but there was not much need of any then for all 

the cracks between the logs were open, so there was plenty of light.  Well, they took the 

wagon box apart and laid it down for our beds to lie on, and the next day father and 

Cheney went to the woods and cut some logs, split and hewed one side for a floor, as they 

were about six inches thick, they only required a sleeper at each end.  When they had 

enough to put the beds and the stove on, they laid them down.  And then father went back 

to bring up the rest of the family, who arrived in the course of a week.  Now I will no 

longer bore you with more family affairs.  At that time there was but one house between 

Rochester and ours. That was Henry Mygatt’s
31

, but Benoni Buttles
32

 came soon after 

and built his log house where his son, Worden
33

, now lives.  Ira Rice and John Palmer, 

who were living near Caldwell, came up soon afterward and located their claims on 

Rice’s Prairie as it was afterwards called.  There was then nobody at Waterford, but soon 

afterward old Ira Barnes came there and, built his saw mill.  He was rather an eccentric 

old follow, and after there were settlers enough for him to get hearers, he would exhort 

them to repent, somewhat like "brothers Bosaw and Sodom,"
34

 as represented in the 

"Hoosier Schoolmaster."
35

  But excuse me, I am forgetting Mukwonago. When we settled 

at Caldwell there were about one-hundred Indian Pottawattomies at that burg, and we 

could often hear their powwows at night but they were soon after removed to some other 

locality. 

 

Sewell Andrews, H. H. Camp and Edwin Meachem came and settled there that same 

year, 1836.  Sewell brought a stock of goods with him and at once built two log houses, 

one for a dwelling and one for a store.  Mr. Camp built a large one and it was the first 

tavern in Mukwonago.  The next year Whiting Hudson came and built a cabin on the 

south side of the river, opposite the Collins place.  As we had made their acquaintance 

when they were living near Caldwell’s down at Pike River and as they were alone with 

no children then, they asked me to come and stay with them awhile.  I did so.  One day 

Mrs. Hudson
36

 had occasion to go to the store and I went with her.  There was no bridge 

across the river so we crossed in a little old canoe.  She stood up in that tottering concern 

and paddled it across while I got as close to the bottom as I could.  There was no one at 

the store when we got there but there was a big cauldron kettle by the door with a club
37

 

                                                 
31

 Probably buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waterford, Racine Co., WI. 
32

 Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waterford, Racine Co., WI. 
33

 AKA Daniel Worthington “Worden” Buttles, buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Waterford, Racine Co., WI. 
34

 Biblical reference. 
35

 A novel about a first-year schoolmaster teaching in a fictional Indiana community. Written in 1871 as a 
fourteen part magazine serial, it was reprinted in other magazines almost immediately, then published in 
book form. 
36

 Probably buried in Oak Knoll Cemetery, Mukwonago, Waukesha Co., WI. 
37

 More probably – it was a large, spoon ladle made of wood (or metal). 
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on it.  She took the club and hammered on the kettle and soon Sewell came up from his 

work in the field and opened the store.  There were no Indians living there then, but the 

hammocks
38

 on the ground, all around was evidence of their former occupation.  The 

hammocks were corn hills, for they planted their corn in the same hills year after year, so 

the rest of the ground was left undisturbed.  It is useless for me to say anything farther 

about the early Mukwonago days for if Mr. Elmore sends you at letter, he will describe it 

much better than I can.  Of the settlers around Big Bend
39

 and Dodge’s Corners
40

, will 

state there were four Putnam brothers, Amos, Prucious
41

, Nathaniel and Dr. Aaron; John 

Dodge
42

, Benj. Pierce
43

, John Thomas, Mr. Stickney
44

 and Col. Hazeltine. 

 

The first to arrive were Amos and Prue Putnam
45

, John Dodge und Col. Hazeltine in the 

fall of 1836.  They built a cabin at the Corners
46

, and kept back there two or three years, 

until the other I mentioned came on with their families.  These were all from Windsor 

County, Vt.  So were a great many others who came later and settled in that vicinity.  In 

fact Vermont furnished a goodly proportion of the early settlers of south-eastern 

Wisconsin.  I can count up sixteen families that came from our town of Hubbardton and 

settled in our vicinity and Rochester and Burlington
47

.  One was Richard Brown
48

 who 

settled on the shore of the lake
49

, which still bears his name, and is now a noted summer 

resort.  The early settlers experienced some pretty hard times.  Provisions were hard to 

obtain and the prices were very high.  Flour was generally damaged by getting wet in 

transportation.  I remember my father paid four dollars a bushel for seed wheat the first 

year he was here.  But as soon as people had time to raise a crop they were all right.  The 

country was settling up very rapidly and when roads had been surveyed and bridges built, 

passing teams became very numerous, for they came from as far west as Janesville
50

 and 

Beloit
51

, hauling their produce to Milwaukee.  Every fall Missouorians came through 

with their big teams of four and five yoke of oxen with great prairie-schooners
52

 loaded 

with lead from Mineral Point
53

.   

 

                                                 
38

 A mound of earth rising-up to form a small rise or hill. 
39

 Village in Waukesha Co., WI.  Settled in 1837 by Aaron and Elvira Putnam, near a bend in the Fox River. 
Putnam and his brothers built the first sawmill in 1831; the fist inn, 1842; and the first post office, in 1846. 
40

 Named for John Dodge, who settled there in 1836. 
41

 [sic] Precious. 
42

 Buried in Dodge’s Cemetery, Waukesha Twp., Waukesha Co., WI.  Located in a woods on a hill in the 
town of Vernon, Section 27. 
43

 Buried in Dodge’s Cemetery, Waukesha Twp., Waukesha Co., WI.   
44

 Probably buried in Rural Home Cemetery, Big Bend, Waukesha Co., WI. 
45

 Buried in Rural Home Cemetery, Big Bend, Waukesha Co., WI. 
46

 Dodge’s Corners. 
47

 Racine Co., WI. 
48

 Buried Rochester Cemetery, Rochester, Racine Co., WI. 
49

 Lake in Racine Co., WI., named for Richard Brown. 
50

 Rock Co., WI. 
51

 Rock Co., WI. 
52

 Covered wagons. 
53

 Southwestern Wisconsin is best known today for its rich farmlands, place names such as Mineral Point 
and New Diggings evoke an earlier time when local mines produced much of the nation's lead. In the early 
nineteenth century, Wisconsin lead mining was more promising and attractive to potential settlers than either 
the fur trade or farming. Its potentially quick rewards lured a steady stream of settlers up the Mississippi 
River and into Grant, Crawford, Iowa, and Lafayette counties in the early nineteenth century. By 1829, more 
than 4,000 miners worked in southwestern Wisconsin, producing 13 million pounds of lead. 
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I am sure I am making these rambling sketches much too long, but I wish to speak of a 

subject that greatly interested me in those days.  That was of schools.  Before any school 

houses had been built we had schools in private houses.  One of the first was in Uncle 

Jesse Smith’s
54

 house which he bought of my brother-in-law Calvin Gault
55

.  It was 

located near the little pond in the southwest corner of his farm.  He had built a lean-to 

addition and in that was held the school.  One of Mr. Caldwell’s daughters was our 

teacher.  One winter Mrs. Ira Blood taught a school in her house.  I believe it was the 

winter of 1841 and 1842.  It was before any of her children were born.  Samuel Smith and 

I were two of her pupils, and Mr. Munger, who lived by the bridge across Fox River on 

the road from Mukwonago to Milwaukee, sent three pupils, two boys and a girl.  The girl 

is now Mrs, Edwin Thomas.  They came in a cutter
56

 directly across the marsh every 

morning and back at night.  Mrs. Blood was an excellent teacher.  She possessed in a high 

degree, the faculty of imparting instruction so as to be clearly understood by her pupils.  

If Hollis Hollister and his sister, Mrs. George Andrews are still living ask them if they 

remember when they and their three sisters, Mrs. Perry Craig
57

; Jane; and Emeline 

attended school in a log school house located on the southern end of Carlos Smith’s farm.  

My cousin, Daniel Wood, Jr.
58

 taught the school, and among others were his brother, 

Edwin; and three sisters; my brother, James
59

; and my two youngest sisters
60

; and myself 

who attended that school.  I do not remember the year, but in must have been in the early 

forties.  I am quite sure that he and his sister, Roxy, my sister, Lovina and my self are all 

that are now living of those pupils and teacher.  I mean all who attended that school, 

including those I have named. Now I will not attempt anything farther, for I am not 

feeling well.  If anything I have written interests you and your fellow badgers
61

 I. shall be 

glad I have made the effort.  

 

Hoping you will have an enjoyable time at your winter meeting,  

 

I am your friend, 

 

ADDISON RESSEGUIE 

                                                 
54

 Reference also to footnote 25.  Wife was Sylvia Barton-Smith 1805-1880. 
55

 Calvin’s wife, Betsey is buried at Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 
56

 A small boat serving to ferry passengers between shores, powered by oars. 
57

 Buried in Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 
58

 Buried with his wife Sally, at Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI. 
59

 James Resseguie is buried with his wife Angeline Walker-Resseguie, at Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, 
Racine Co., WI. 
60

 Lovina Resseguie-Cooper-Sheldon (probably buried in Blair Cemetery, Blair, Washington Co., NE., and 
Marie Resseguie (buried in Caldwell Cemetery, Caldwell, Racine Co., WI.). 
61

 Refers to “The Badger State”, of Wisconsin. 

 


