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THE EARLY ORGANIZATION OF THE 96TH PVI  

SCHUYLKILL REPUBLICAN. 

HAS A LARGER CIRCULATION, AND IS MORE EXTENSIVELY READ, THAN ANY OTHER 

PAPER PUBLISHED IN THE ANTHRACITE COAL REGION. 

POTTSVILLE, SCHUYLKILL CO. PENNA. SATURDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 18, 1886. 

THE NINETY-SIXTH REG'T. ITS ORGIN AND EARLY ORGANIZATION. 

“A Brief History of the Several Companies -- Whence They Came and When They Went Into 

Camp Schuylkill -- Recollections of Capt. John T. Boyle. “ 

The Ninety-sixth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, was organized by Colonel Henry L. Cake, 

at Pottsville, Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, under authority derived directly from the War 

Department at Washington, under date of August 12th, 1861. It was one of the regiments thus 

authorized under the President's call of July 22, 1861, to serve three years, and which were 

thereafter by orders from the same source of 28th September, 1861, placed under the control of 

the Governor of the State. 

Pottsville, being the capital of a large and flourishing county; the wealthy centre of the 

Anthracite coal trade of the State, the nucleus around which gathered a large floating population 

drawn thither by its collieries and iron manufacturies [sic], easy of access by rail and highways 

radiating in all directions' in point of health unrivalled [sic], as thousands of invalids from a 

distance, who had drawn a new life from its pure mountain air and conglomerate crystal waters 

could testify to - was selected as the rendezvous, possessing as it did many and superior 

advantages overall all the proposed localities of the region from which it was designated the 

material of the regiment should be drawn. 

Besides, it's boasts of a community whose patriotism was as lofty in sentiment and as deep in 

conviction as was that of the fathers of the Revolution, a population whose footsteps had ever 

been guided by the light of the constitution, and whose heart had ever throbbed responsive to the 

music of the Union. Early taught the lessons of the Fracmers [sic] and signers of the Declaration, 

its leading citizens had been trained in the school of Clay and Webster, and the loyal sentiments 

enunciated by them had become in their minds fixed and living realities. 



 3 

These were the reasons why, when the life of the Nation was threatened, a military organization 

within its limits whose birth was coeval with its own existence had been the very first to, 

officially, offer its services to the National Government through the Secretary of War and to be 

accepted by the same; and the wherefore, that, ere the thunder of the first gun fired by the hand 

of Secession at the walls of Sumpter had died in reverberating echoes among the mountains and 

vallies [sic] of the North, it had sent forth in the ranks of the National Light Infantry and 

Washington Artillery two hundred and thirty-four of the four hundred and eighth [sic] two men 

of immortal memory, who, on the 18th day of April, 1861, passed through the treason-heated 

furnace of Baltimore, on their way to the defense of the National Capital. 

The eastern slope of Lawton's Hill, an eminence immediately overlooking the borough from the 

north, commanding from its summit one of the most delightful mountain prospects to be found in 

this or any other State was selected as the most desirable location for the proposed encampment; 

and, during the latter part of August, 1861, all the preliminaries having been previously arranged, 

the National Light Infantry, of Pottsville, an old established military company whose date was 

coeval with the existence of the town, which, under Captain Edmund McDonald, had been the 

first company in the United States to officially offer its service to, and be accepted by, the 

Secretary of War which had but recently returned from the three months service, and which had 

just been reorganized and recruited for the regiment by Captain Lewis J. Martin, its former 

Second Lieutenant, marched from its Armory, in Clayton's building on Centre street, to the hill, 

pitched tents, posted sentinels, and inaugurated the duties of the new camp. 

The infantry was almost immediately followed by the Pottsville Cornet Band, Lieut. Nicholas J. 

Rehr, leader, number-ing twenty-four pieces; and shortly after, on the 2d of September, by Capt. 

Peter A. Filbert's company of Pinegrove sharp-shooters. These two companies whose ranks were 

full at the time of their going into camp were thereupon constituted the flanking companies, and 

lettered respectively A and B. Almost simultaneously detachments of men belonging to 

Companies C, E, and F, raised respectively by Captains Beaton Smith, James Russell and Joseph 

Anthony, the two first in Schuylkill and Luzerne counties, the latter in Schuylkill, appeared on 

the hill and were assigned their positions. These were at intervals followed by Company D, 

Captain John T. Boyle, raised in Schuylkill; Company G, Captain James Dowden, recruited in 

Berks, Dauphin and Schuylkill counties; Company I, Captain Isaac M. Cake, raised in 

Schuylkill; Company H, Captain Charles D. Hipple, raised in Schuylkill and Montgomery 

counties, and Company K, Captain Richard Budd, raised in Schuylkill. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties which the organizers had to contend with, which, at the time 

were so many and trying; so successfully and energetically had they and their friends pushed the 

work, that on the 23d day of September, 1861, the ten companies with their officers were 

informally, but in a formal matter, mustered as a regiment into the service of the United States by 

H.L. Taliaferro, 2d Lieut. 5th Artillery, U.S.A., who had been specially detailed for the purpose. 

Thereafter, on the first day of October, some thirty men belonging to Captain Wm. H. Lessig's 

company, which was being recruited as a battery to be attached to the regiment come on the hill 

and occupied a plateau below the main camp where they pitched their tents and remained until 

the ranks were nearly full. This company at first had no letter assigned it but when previous to 

the regiment leaving Pottsville, on an order of the Governor, Captain Beaton Smith's, Company 
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C, was transferred to  Colonel Dodges, Fifty-Second Regiment, P. V[sic] it took its place and 

letter and there continued until its term of service expired. 

CAMP SCHUYLKILL. The camp was christened Schuylkill in honor of the county which gave 

it birth, and from the time that the first tent was pitched to the period the last was struck, it 

presented a busy and animated appear-ance. As the regiment expanded, people from all parts of 

the county drawn thither through curiosity or to visit their friends or relatives continually 

thronged its spacious avenue, or sauntered through its commodious streets, and the scenes within 

its boundaries on a gala day, once seen, was not likely to be forgotten. 

Upon their arrival in camp the men were assigned quarters, and supplied by their officers with 

blankets, knife and fork, tin spoon, plate, and cup, which articles were, in the majority of 

instances, thereafter charged to their individual clothing and miscellaneous account. 

Having thus identified themselves with the regiment they entered immediately upon the duties of 

their new vocation, and day after day, responded with alacrity to the calls of the company cooks, 

the commands of the drill sergeants, and the orders of their line officers. The great majority of 

the men and some of the officers were entirely ignorant of even the rudiments of a soldier's 

education, and many and laughable were the mistakes made and blunders committed, as, under 

the orders of some finished veteran of the three months service, they essayed to attain the correct 

position of a soldier, to educate their eyes to cast themselves to the right or left at will, to master 

the mysteries of the facings, the puzzlings of hayfoot, strawfoot, or to unravel the labyrynthian 

[sic] intricacies of the march. 

Often were new or would-be offices placed for the moment in some ridiculous position out of 

which with the best grace they could, they would have to extricate themselves amid the smiles of 

their men, or the scarce suppressed titters of the critical bystanders. Notwithstanding these little 

episodes incident to all new military organizations the officers and men brimful of patriotism and 

determination soon posted them-selves in the routine of camp life and perfected themselves so 

far as practicable in the rudiments of drill. Gradually the complicated machinery was adjusted 

and set in motion and then the war engine moved along over the way of regiments with only 

those slights jars which pertained to all similar arrangements. 

CLOTHING. for a time the men, excepting those who had previously served out an enlistment of 

three months, were habilitated in their home garb which was as varied as the tastes and fortunes 

of their possessors and strongly reminded one of the days when militia training were in vogue 

when our sires toed the curbstones or gutters, and in homespun habits of antiques cuts and 

weapons of domestic utility went through a manuel [sic] not found in regulations or exercised in 

evolutions whose brilliancy threw those of the line entirely in the shade.  Colonel Cake having 

been authorized to procure the requisite material to have the command properly uniformed, on 

account of the great pressure and constant demand and consequent scarcity found it an 

exceedingly difficult task and it was not until he had searched Philadelphia in vain and NewYork 

almost through that he was able to negotiate with a party for a complement of clothing, and 

when, after much delay, it did come to hand, it was of an inferior quality was as good as could be 

procured at the time. 
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CAPS. The first article of wearing apparel distributed and which, for a time, served to distinguish 

the men of the regiment, were blue shoddy forage caps with paper shields coated with leather, 

low paper crowns, and red worsted cords for trimmings. In a very short time by a series of 

chemical changes brought about by the weather the shield and crown underwent a complete 

metamorphoses and the blue of the cloth faded to a dirty brick red, the whole presenting an 

appearance which Hogarth might have essayed but in vain to caricature. 

HATS. The cap soon gave place to the regulation felt hat adorned with brass eagle, black feather, 

cord and tossel [sic], which, though of good material and suitable for show, were afterwards like 

the brass shoulder scale-plate found altogether unsuited to the active duties of the field, and 

almost universally dis-carded. 

SHOES. The shoes furnished, except-ing such as were contracted for and made in the town, 

manufactured as they were out of new leather were of very inferior quality, and the fact of many 

men actually using up, not trading them for whiskey, for the parts did not hold together long 

enough to wear out, two and three pairs in a single month showed conclusively their character. 

Concerning shoes nothing very favorable could be said of them, their contractors, or the officers 

whose duty it was to inspect them during the first two years the regiment was in service, 

excepting at rare intervals, they being invariably made out of "green leather," but after that there 

was a decided improvement both in quality and finish. 

ACCOUTERMENTS. The knapsacks, haver-sacks and canteens furnished were good; the two 

former articles much superior to any subsequent issues made throughout the whole term of 

service. 

FIRST UNIFORMS. Through the instru-mentality of Lieut. Ellrich, himself a superior tailor, 

who was so fortunate as to secure from the leavings of the three months' service, a sufficient 

number of uniforms to fit out a portion of Company B, its members were the first of the 

Regiment who gloried in blue coats and brass buttons and brass shoulder scales, and were for the 

while the pet of the ladies and the envy of the other men of the command. 

CAMP COMMANDERS. Col. Cake, owing to the peculiar state of his private affairs, to the 

multiplicity of causes which were then incumbent on the organizer of a volunteer regiment; and, 

also, because of his taking an active part in a warm political contest as the nominee of the 

Republican party for the State Senate, his competitor being the Hon. B. Reilly, was frequently 

absent from camp, therefore the command until Lieut. Col. Frick appeared devolved on senior 

Captain, afterwards Major, Lewis J. Martin, under whose supervision the camp had been laid 

out. When, during the latter part of September Lieut. Col. Frick took up his quarters of the hill, 

the command was transferred to him, and under his guidance the men unarmed, were several 

times exercised in battalion movements. 

DRESS PARADES. After the men were uniformed dress parades were of frequent occurrence, 

and owing to a stagnation in business and various other causes were always attended by a 

numerous assemblage of citizens and strangers. The ladies, particularly, with the sweetest of 

smiles graced the scene with their presence, and together with the band helped materially to 

enliven the monotony of the occasion. 
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INCIDENTS. STORMS. The month of September was prolific in storms and the exposed 

situation of the camp caused it to receive a full share of their attention. During one which raged 

on the afternoon of the 3d, a flash struck the rear pole of a marque shivering it to atoms and 

affected five members of the band, its occupants. By the visitation, the limbs of Lieutenant Rehr 

and Drum Major Henry K. Downing were completely paralyzed, but receiving the immediate 

attention of Dr. Charles Haeseler, the then acting Regimental Surgeon, their rise was soon 

restored to them. The others were not so seriously affected. Afterwards, on the night of the 10th, 

a "Nor' Easter" struck the camp overturning all the tents which were not properly secured, but as 

there were few persons occupying them at the time, it discommoded none and did very little 

damage. 

Again on the evening of the 27th, a "Sou-Easter" after passing in a hurricane over a great extent 

of country, hovered over the borough and camp for the space of two hours amusing itself in the 

meanwhile with dashing in windows, unroofing houses and stables, uprooting trees or denuding 

them of limbs, hurling bricks from dilapidated chimneys, bending liberty poles and twisting flag 

staffs, overflowing streams and flooding streets prostrating tents or tearing them into ribbons and 

such other innocent amusements as unrestrained storms of vicious propensities delight in. The 

men in their tents engaged in various occupations, or amusing themselves as soldiers generally 

do, like sleeping sentinels, were illy [sic] prepared to meet the sudden emergency and went the 

spirit of the storm garbled in robes of darkness drew near in his cloudy chariot, drawn by his 

lighting-winged steeds they immediately succumbed to his resistless fury. 

Scrambling from the ruins of his Marque which had been overturned by the wild-deamons [sic] 

after repeated assaults, the sights revealed by the lightnings to the eyes of the writer, though 

infinitely sublime above, were extremely ludicrous below. Many like himself were scrambling 

from the debra of the camp, filling the air as they did so with barberous [sic] exclamations, 

laughing with cisms or echoing shouts. Tent flies flew in every direction, or slapped their 

loosened guys on the bellied canvas with sounding fury. Blankets took to themselves wings and 

sought the shades in company with vagrant caps, hats, handkerchiefs and a motley array of cast 

off garments. 

Drums rolled without sticks, while camp-kettles and all the other tin et ceteras of the mess and 

cuesine [sic] clattered in tin-tin abulatory [sic] chorus as they rattled over the stony ground. Trees 

creaked and groaned as their branches were violently wrenched from their swaying trunks, while 

birds, startled from their nests but the sudden uproar, with drooping wings and melancholy cries 

fluttered around in evident distress. 

The ground was flooded with water, which, gathering in torrents rushed furiously down the steep 

hill sides, swelling rivulets into creeks and creeks into rushing, roaring rivers. The thunder 

leaped from cloud to cloud in echoing reverberations and died away in flashes of blinding 

electricity. Escaped from their startled subjects, Kings and Queens on witches' pinions whirled 

madly away with Jacks and Aces in the wild Walpurgian dance, while through the afrighted air, 

in inexplicable confusion, flew glittering diamonds, shining spades, dog-eared hearts and 

sportsmen's clubs. Bewildered by the din and almost stifled by the deluge of water, the men 

sought safety in ignominious flight, and soon the camp was entirely deserted for the town. 
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As if to proclaim their victory the winds caught up the instruments of the musicians; and, like 

Orlando at Roncesvalles, blew some of them so furiously, that when, next morning, their owners 

sought them, they, in some cases, found their favorites hundreds of yards from the camp 

grounds, battered, slit and tuneless. Taking advantage of the opportunity, bummers and pilferers 

from the town after the storm had subsided, scoured the camp and adjacent ground, and 

possessed themselves of much private and public property which in a very short time found its 

way into the hands of those who furnished a villainous decoction which they sold as a "splendid 

article" of "real stuff," or a certain of the men designated it "Paddy's eye water" at ten cents a 

quart. After this storm was introduced a system of blanket purloining which for a while, 

prevailed to a great extent, eliciting much feeling and causing unlimited trouble to men and 

officers. 

PRESENTATIONS. FLAG. On Tuesday, the 15th day of October, Mr. A. L. Gee, of Gordon, 

presented to the Regiment through the writer of this a large 13x26 and handsome American flag. 

The gift was received on behalf of the officers and men by Lieut. Jenks, of Company C, in a neat 

and pertinent speech. The day being very fine many citizens were present with their families. 

The regiment was formed in a hollow square around the speakers stand which was at the base of 

a tall liberty pole previously erected. At the conclusion of the writer's remarks, the flag already 

attached to the halyard was given to the breeze amid the huzzas of the men, the waving of 

handkerchiefs by the ladies, and discharges from the field piece of Lessig's Battery, a two 

pounder cast at Snyder's shops and a rifle by A. Schalck, the band at the same time rendering the 

"Star Spangled Banner," with fine effect. After the ceremonies the regiment directed by Lieut. 

Col. Frick, went through a few field evolutions to the palpable delight of those present - 

especially the ladies. 

COLONEL CAKE. A few particular friends of Colonel Cake had prepared for him an elegant 

field glass, which, being on show for a period at the jewelry store of Mr. Joseph Elliot, on Centre 

street, was presented to him by the donors in an appropriate manner. The glass bore the 

following inscription. Presented to Col. H. L. Cake, By a few friends, Pottsville, Pa., October 1st, 

1861 

CAPTAIN BUDD. To show their appreciation of the services of Captain Richard Budds [sic], of 

Co. K, who had so strenuously exerted himself so far as he was able to maintain the integrity of 

the Government, and who had made great personal sacrifices for the Ninety-sixth and other 

regiments, certain of the principle [sic] citizens of Pottsville, on the afternoon of the 30th of 

October, visited his quarters, and, through their spokesman Lin Bartholomew, Esq., presented 

him with a handsome sword, belt and sash. The articles were received on behalf of the captain by 

the Hon. James H. Campbell, M. C. Street Parade. On the 22d day of October, the uniformed 

men of the regiment to the number of four hundred and forty made a street parade under the 

Lieut. Col., and on the 7th day of November, with augmentec [sic] members, and others. 

RELIGIOUS. Spiritual wants. The spiritual wants of the men were ministered to by their 

Chaplain the Rev. Samuel F. Colt, of the Market street Presbyterian church, who, on all fitting 

occasions exhorted the men to righteousness and to the knowledge of him whom to know aright 

is eternal life. In these laudable endeavors he was occasionally assisted by the clergy of the town, 

who, with a becoming zeal did that which in them lie to further through the fitting out of the 
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men, the glorious ends which their Divine Master had in view from the beginning. Sabbath 

afternoon services held in the open air were numerously attended, not only by the men of the 

command, but by crowds of people from the borough and surrounding country, and the effects 

produced on the minds of some of the hearers was marked and distinct. On several occasions 

gentlemen and lady members of various church choirs graced these convocations with their 

presence and materially assisted with their singing in elevating the devotional feelings of the 

auditors. 

SPIRITUAL PABULUM. Tracts and religious newspapers were frequently distributed, and the 

"American Tract Society," through the hands of the Chaplain, forwarded to the commander of 

each company, for the use of his men, a "Soldier's Camp Library," containing twenty-five small 

volumes of select and appropriate reading matter. 

TESTAMENT PRESENTATION. On the afternoon of the fifth of November, the ladies of the 

"Schuylkill County Bible Society," presented, through their almoner, the Rev. Daniel Washburn, 

of Trinity Episcopal Church, a pocket Testament, and needle book, to each individual member of 

the regiment. This interesting spectacle was witnessed by hundreds of citizens and their families 

who had assembled to witness it. 

MEDICAL. Immediately after the camp was instituted, hospital tents were pitched and 

provisions made for the bodily ailments and physical infirmities of the men. Dr. Charles 

Haeseler, of Pottsville, a homeopathic physician of prominence, primarily superintended with 

very general acceptance the medical department, over which he had little or no control, ceased 

acting about the 12th of October, after Dr. D. Webster Bland, of Pottsville, had been regularly 

examined and appointed Surgeon by the State board of Medical Examiner, and Dr. Washington 

G.  Nugent, of Norristown, Pa., Assistant Surgeon. These gentlemen, respectively, while the 

regiment remained at Camp Schuylkill did all which duty required of them; and, gratuitously, 

attended to the medical wants of the families of such of the men who desired it, and whose 

pecuniary resources were not sufficient to meet the requirements of the case. 

PRESENTATION OF THE STATE COLORS. On Wednesday, the 7th of November, Governor 

Curtin visited Pottsville for the purpose of presenting to the regiment the sand of colors provided 

in accordance with a resolution of the legislature appropriating fund donated by the "Cincinnati 

Society," of Philadelphia, for the purchase of flags for the Pennsylvania Volunteer Regiments. It 

had originally been intended to have had a grand display, and, in anticipation, a programme had 

been prepared for the occasion, but owing to the unpropitious state of the weather, the rain 

falling continually, what would otherwise have been a triumph worthy of the occasion, was 

reduced to a mere presentation. 

The Governor, attended by several members of his staff, arrived in town by the noon train from 

Harrisburg via Reading. Immediately after alighting, the party was escorted by the Reception 

Committee, and a great crowd of people, headed by the band playing "Hail to the Chief," to the 

"American House" a few steps distant from the depot, where rooms had been secured for the 

accommodation of the visitors. The presentation was to have taken place at Camp Schuylkill, but 

owing to the incessant rain it was resolved that it take place from the balcony of the hotel. At 2 

o'clock the regiment directed by Lieutenant Colonel Frick, preceded by the band marched from 
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its camp into town and took its place, first in line, and afterwards closed en masse in front of the 

American House. 

Notwithstanding the rain, a great crown of spectators from the borough and the surrounding 

country had assembled to witness the patriotically interesting sight, and when the Governor 

appeared at the door opening on the balcony, graced by the presence of ladies, and crowded by 

his many warm political admirers, it was the signal for waving of handkerchiefs, and cheer after 

cheer broke spontaneous from the lips of the soldiers and their assembled friends. Advancing, 

flag in hand, to the railing overlooking the street, he delivered, as soon as the plaudits of the 

surging crowd below him had subsided, one of his electrical orations which stirred the hearts of 

the surging crowd to their deepest depths, and drew out their latent patriotism in storms of 

patriotic applause. At the conclusion of his remarks the Governor handed the flag to Col. Cake, 

standing by his side, who received it in behalf of the officers and men of the Regiment in such 

choice and elevated language as to elicit the warmest applause from the Regiment and their army 

of friends. 

CONCLUSION OF THE CEREMONY. The close of the Colonel's remarks was greeted with 

cheers of approbation, and as the beautiful banner was unfurled in the humid atmosphere to the 

air of the "Star Spangled Banner," the enthusiasm of the men and their friends was raised to the 

highest pitch of feeling. The ceremony having concluded, the regiment was marched back to 

camp. Many of the officers remained to pay their respects to the Governor who held an 

impromptu levee, which was numerously attended in the front parlor of the hotel. After an hour 

spent in the interchange of courtesies, the distinguished visitor and his retinue left for Harrisburg, 

conveyed by special train, via the Mine Hill and Shamokin Railway, to Sunbury and from thence 

to his home. Description of Flag. The flag presented was in dimensions eight feet by six feet. It 

was made of silk and bound around the edge with yellow or gold-colored silk fringe about one 

and a half inches wide. The Pennsylvania State Coat of Arms encircled by thirty-four stars, 

emblazoned its azure field, and on one of its white bars was inscribed in letters of gold. 

NINETY-SIXTH REGIMENT P. V. 

PARADE MARCHING ORDERS. On the afternoon of the 7th day of November, the regiment 

with minimum number paraded through the principal streets of the borough, in full uniform, and 

after executing several movements to the manifest gratification and satisfaction of their fellow-

citizens, they returned to camp. About five o'clock p.m. to the great delight of the men, the great 

majority of whom had grown weary of camp life so near their home, and who desired other 

scenes and more active operations at the front, the order came to "pack up" and move to the 

spacious hall of the Court House, there to remain for the night. The order, almost instantaneously 

from the company, street to street and mouth to mouth, was obeyed with so much alacrity that 

ere the dreary night of rain set in, Camp Schuylkill, the scene of so much patriotic labor, and of 

so many pleasant hours now fraught with delightful reminiscences of the past, was as deserted 

and silent as a city of the dead. 

GOOD BYE! On the morning of the 8th, bright and early, after having previously partaken of a 

sumptuous breakfast, provided by the citizens of the town, the regiment moved from the Court 

house to Market street, along which it proceeded towards its immediate destination, the vicinity 

of the hamlet of West-Wood, two miles distance. Great crowds of citizens, friends and relatives 
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of the men, on foot, on horseback and in vehicles, escorted the regiment along its way, and many 

were the endearing expressions of regret which fell from the lips of those whose hearts were 

overflowing with grief. Among the women and children there was scarcely a dry eye, while the 

men turned away their heads to hide their silent grief. The lively music of the band fell on leaded 

ears, and the pomp and circumstance of war on eyes which heeded not. The scene at the point of 

departure was mournfully touching and stirred the hearts of the participants to their deepest 

depths. Fancy may faintly recall and reproduce on the canvas of the mind the picture of the 

parting, but it is for the imagination along [sic] to convey that which words, and pen and pencil 

but inadequately express. 

Note: This document is a retyped copy of the original article in the possession of George Hay 

Kain, III, 29 North Queen Street, York, PA 17403, whose maternal great-grandfather, J. Jerome 

Miller, enlisted as a private in Company G, 96th Pa. Volunteers, on November 4, 1861, six days 

after his eighteenth birthday. 
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The National Light Infantry of Pottsville, a company of over thirty years' standing, the first 

organized body of men in the United States to offer its services to the General Government at the 

outbreak of the rebellion, and have them accepted, one of the first five companies from this State 

to reach the menaced capital, and afterwards a part of the Twenty-fifth Regiment in the three 

months' service, formed the nucleus of the Ninety-sixth Regiment, and recruited and re-

organized under its former SecondLieutenant, Lewis J. Martin, was the first to report in camp. 

Henry L. Cake, who had commanded the Twenty-fifth Regiment, had received authority from 

the War Department, on the 13th of August, 1861, to raise a regiment for three years, and 

establishing a camp at Lawton's Hill, overlooking the town of Pottsville, at once commenced the 

work of recruiting, many of the officers and men of his old command entering the new. With the 

exception of companies C, E, G and H, in which were some men from Luzerne, Berks, Dauphin, 

and Montgomery counties, the regiment was recruited in Schuylkill County. On the 23rd of 

September the command was mustered into the United States service with the following field 

officers: Henry L. Cake, Colonel; Jacob G. Frick, Lieutenant Colonel; Lewis J. Martin, Major. A 

week later, a company under William H. Lessig, organized as a light battery, to be attached to 

the regiment, came into camp. Subsequently company C, Captain Beaton Smith, was, by order of 

the Governor, transferred to the Fifty-second Regiment, when Lessig's company was substituted 

as infantry in its place. On the 6th of November, Governor Curtin and staff visited Pottsville, and 

presented, with appropriate ceremonies, the State colors.  

On the 8th of November the regiment moved by rail to Washington, and upon its arrival went 

into camp at Kendall Green, where it was armed with Harper's Ferry muskets. Colonel Cake 

promptly reported to General Casey, and was at once placed in command of the First Provisional 

Brigade, of which the Ninety-sixth formed part. The regiment was here thoroughly drilled in the 

manual, company, and battalion exercises. On the 25th it crossed the Potomac, and encamped on 

the Leesburg Pike, a short distance beyond Fort Ellsworth. It was assigned to Slocum's Brigade 

of Franklin's Division, and on the 27th of December went into permanent winter-quarters on the 

Loudon and Hampshire Railroad, near its crossing of Four Mile Run. It remained engaged in 

drill and occasional picket duty until the 10th of March 1862, when it joined in the abortive 

movement upon Manassas, but soon returned to camp. On the 4th of April, with M'Dowell's 

Corps, it took up the line of march for Fredericksburg. On reaching Catlett's Station it went into 

camp, and remained until the 12th, when Franklin's Division returned to Alexandria, and 

embarked for the Peninsula. M'Clellan was now engaged in the siege of Yorktown, and on the 

23rd, the division having arrived, a part of it debarked n the vicinity of Cheeseman's Creek. The 

enemy having evacuated Yorktown on the 4th of May, the troops on shore again embarked, and 

proceeding up the York River, on the 6th, in company with the divisions of Sedgwick, Porter, 

and Richardson, arrived at four P.M. at Brick House Point, below West Point, where the Twenty-

seventh New York, and companies A, B, C and D, of the Ninety-sixth debarked, and forming in 

line of battle, with skirmishers thrown out, advanced for the protection of the pioneers engaged 

in slashing timber and obstructing the roads. "At nine o'clock on the following morning the order 

was given for the Sixteenth, Thirty-first, and Thirty-second New York, and the Ninety-fifth and 
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Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania regiments to advance into the woods and drive off some of the rebel 

scouts who were firing occasional shots at our pickets, supposed to be supported by a force 

concealed in the woods. This proved correct; for no sooner had our men made an advance into 

the woods than they were received with a volley of musketry from the rebels who were hidden in 

the dense undergrowth. Our men pressed on and gave them a volley, after which the enemy 

retreated further into the woods, with the Thirty-second New York close at their heels; but they 

were too swift footed for our boys-being more protected-and they soon left the Thirty-second 

struggling in the mud." The Ninety-sixth was now held upon the extreme left of the line, nearest 

to Brick House Point, to prevent a flank movement of the enemy in that direction, while the 

fighting on the right center, where his forces were concealed in a dense swamp, was animated, 

the Thirty-first and Thirty-second New York, and the Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania sustaining 

considerable loss. 

 
Figure 1. 
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Note “officer’s hat” -- and the “band” (as referenced in the text above).  Refer to figure 1, above. 

Figure 2. 

 

  
Figure 3. 
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Note: colonel’s insignia on shoulder, and officer’s hat.  Refer to figure 3, above. 

Figure 4. 

After the engagement at West Point, the Fifth and Sixth Provisional corps were organized, to the 

latter of which General Franklin was assigned, General Slocum being promoted to the command 

of the division, and Colonel Bartlett, of the Twenty-seventh New York, to that of the brigade. On 

the 25th the division moved past Gaines' Mill, and went into camp in the vicinity of Hogan's 

House, just beyond. A few days later the brigade moved up to Mechanicsville, where it remained 

doing picket duty along the Chickahominy until the 6th of June, when it returned to its former 

position at the Hogan House. On the 18th the division was relieved by the Pennsylvania 

Reserves, and crossing the Chickahominy at Woodbury Bridge, took position on the right bank, 

between Smith's Division, which had the right, and Sumner's Corps the left. Here the brigade 

remained engaged in arduous picket and fatigue duty until the opening of the Seven Days' 

Battles. On the evening of that day, the 26th, a detail of three hundred and fifty men of the 

Ninety-sixth, with a like detail of the Seventh Maine, under Lieutenant Colonel Frick, advanced 

to the front in the direction of Old Tavern, and under cover of darkness, threw up a redoubt in 

close proximity to the enemy's lines. At early dawn it retired unassailed, leaving the relief to 

fight during the day, what was known as the battle of Golden's Farm. 

Returning to camp near Strong Courtney's House, it re-joined the brigade, and with the entire 

division moved to a position on the right of Smith's Division, between Lewis' Hill and 

Chickahominy, the right resting near Duane Bridge, opposite the left of the Gaines' Mill battle-

field. Here it remained until two o'clock, when Porter's forces being hard pressed in the battle, 

under orders, Newton's, then Taylor's Jersey Brigade, and shortly after Bartlett's, marched to his 
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support, crossing the Chickahominy by the Woodbury Bridge. Previous to starting, a detail from 

the Ninety-sixth, with one from the Third Vermont, under Adjutant M. E. Richards, destroyed 

Duane Bridge. At twenty minutes past three the brigade reached the scene of action on the left of 

the line, moved past General St. George Cooke's Cavalry, occupying a sheltered position to the 

rear and left of Adams' House, and was immediately afterwards ordered to the relief of Sykes' 

command, which was engaged in supporting Weed's, Edwards', and Tidball's batteries, the latter 

on the extreme right of the position. The arrival of the brigade was opportune. The Fifth and 

Tenth New York, on the left of Sykes, driven back, had been re-placed by the First Pennsylvania 

Reserve, which in turn was relieved by a part of Newton's Brigade. The Regulars, hard pressed, 

were wavering. Instantly the Fifth Maine, then the Twenty-seventh New York, the Sixteenth 

New York, and shortly after the Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania, advanced across the field under a 

heavy fire, and took position along the crest of the hill, from the left of Griffin's-then supported 

by Newton's men-to the rear of Tidball's Battery. The Ninety-sixth was at first held in support, 

closed in mass in the open valley below, where it was fearfully exposed. To shield his men and 

save them from the destruction to which they seemed almost inevidently condemned, Colonel 

Cake moved them close up on the side of the hill. The Sixteenth New York, which was ordered 

to advance, soon came under a fearful enfilading fire, and was driven in some confusion. The 

Ninety-sixth, which had in the meantime been deployed in line, was brought to confront the 

enemy's line, and the word given to advance. It was answered with a cheer, and as by one 

impulse, the line dashed forward; re-took the lost ground, and held it until night. The boldness of 

this charge undoubtedly saved the right of the army from disaster. The loss of the brigade in this 

engagement was severe, that of the Ninety-sixth was thirteen killed, fifty-nine wounded, and 

fourteen missing. Lieutenant Ernest T. Ellrich was among the killed. 

Retiring to its old camp beyond Woodbury Bridge, the brigade rested for the night, and on the 

following morning was moved to Fort Davidson, to the right of the line. Scarcely had it got into 

position, when the enemy opened a heavy artillery fire from the vicinity of Dr. Gaines' House, on 

the opposite bluff of the Chickahominy, rendering the position untenable, and obliging it to 

retire, when, with the entire army, it about faced, and commenced the march for the James. After 

crossing White Oak Creek, it was posted to defend the passage, and in the battle of Charles City 

Cross Roads occupied a position to the right of the line, in the vicinity of Glendale. During the 

night of the 30th, it retired to Malvern Hill, where, during the terrific fighting of the 1st of July, it 

was posted on the extreme left of the field, near Carter's Mill, and Colonel Cake was placed in 

command of the brigade. Retiring with the army to Harrison's Landing, on the morning of the 

3rd of July, the regiment pitched tents on the muddy plains of Westover Landing. From this it 

moved out on the Westover Road, and after two successive changes of camps, on the 15th moved 

with the brigade into the breastworks looking towards Malvern Hill, where it remained employed 

in picket and fatigue duty until the evacuation. While here the regiment received Enfield rifles in 

exchange for the Austrian muskets with which it had made the campaign. The Pottsville Cornet 

Band, which had been attached to the regiment from its organization, was by a general order of 

the War Department relieved from further duty, and returned home. On the 29th Lieutenant 

Colonel Frick resigned, to take command of the One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Pennsylvania, 

Captain Joseph Anthony of company F, to be Major of the same regiment, and Lieutenant Z. P. 

Boyer of company D, to be Lieutenant Colonel of the One Hundred and Seventy-third Regiment. 



 16 

On the 16th of August the brigade moved from camp on the James and taking transports at 

Newport News, arrived at Alexandria on the 24th, and went into bivouac along the Little River 

Turnpike, below Fort Ellsworth. On the 27th it moved into Fort Lyons, but was relieved on the 

29th, and followed the rest of the corps, joining it at Annandale. On the 30th the corps pushed 

forward through Fairfax and Centreville, crossed Cub Run, and arrived in time to join in 

stemming the tide of disaster, which was sweeping the Bull Run battlefield. 

Returning to Alexandria, the regiment joined in the Maryland campaign, which was immediately 

after inaugurated. The army moved for the crossing of the South Mountain, by Crampton's and 

Turner's passes. Each held by strong bodies of the enemy. Franklin's Corps arrived in front of 

Crampton's Gap, which debouches into Pleasant Valley in the rear of, and but five miles from 

Maryland Heights, opposite Harper's Ferry, at noon of the 14th of September. The Ninety-sixth 

in advance of the column, entered Burkettsville early in the morning, driving out the rebel 

skirmishers, and drew the fire of his artillery upon the mountain developing his line of defense. 

Immediately forming with Slocum on the right, his line being composed of Bartlett's and 

Torbert's brigades, supported by Newton's, with Smith disposed for the protection of Slocum's 

flank, Franklin attacked. The pass was held by M'Laws' Division of the rebel army, under 

General Cobb, the position an excellent one for defense. The brigade was formed on the right of 

the line, and advanced to within a thousand yards of a stone wall, where the enemy was making a 

final stand. The Ninety-sixth, which had been engaged upon the left of the line, now came up, 

and the other regiments of the brigade, with ammunition exhausted, falling back, advanced upon 

the concealed foe, in line with Torbert's Brigade, which had the left. The path of the Ninety-sixth 

was across open fields, intersected by fences and hedges, where every man presented a fair mark 

for the keen eyed rebel sharpshooter. But the line dashed forward, pausing at each fence to fire a 

volley, until it reached a thin strip of corn. As it approached this field the enemy's fire ceased, 

and while it was passing through it an ominous silence prevailed; but the moment it emerged 

from this slight cover a perfect sheet of flame was poured upon it, and many of the bravest fell. 

But unflinching the survivors dashed forward with the bayonet, completely routed the enemy's 

line, and took many prisoners. The loss in the Ninety-sixth was twenty killed, seventy-one 

severely, and fourteen slightly wounded, out of less than four hundred effective men who entered 

the engagement. Major Martin, and Lieutenant John Dougherty, were among the killed. 

On the 17th, at Antietam, Franklin's Corps arrived upon the right of the field, where the fighting 

had been most terrific, at a time when the corps of Hooker and Sumner, broken and greatly 

thinned, where yielding ground, and immediately hurled back the foe, sweeping across the corn 

field, and holding firmly the gory ground, over which the fiery bellows of the battle had been 

sweeping to and fro, until the close of the contest. The position of Bartlett's Brigade was to the 

rear and left of the batteries of Porter, Walcott, and Williston, where it remained throughout the 

day. Though exposed to a continuous and heavy artillery fire the loss in the regiment was only 

two killed. After the battle the corps was posted at the crossroads northeast of Bakersville. 

General Slocum, who had been promoted to the command of the Twelfth Corps, was succeeded 

in command of the division by General W. T. H. Brooks. Captain Peter A. Filbert was 

commissioned Lieutenant Colonel, to date from July 30th, and Captain William H. Lessig to 

Major, to date from September 15th. 
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With the corps the regiment moved back into Virginia, and followed the army in its subsequent 

maneuvers, until, under Burnside, it entered on the Fredericksburg campaign, Colonel Cake in 

the meantime being placed in command of a mixed force of infantry, cavalry, and artillery, 

which was in position at Thoroughfare Gap, and subsequently in command of the brigade. On 

the 12th of December, after having first assisted in laying the pontoons at Franklin's crossing, it 

moved over the Rappahannock, and after some skirmishing took position with the brigade along 

the Bowling Green Road at a point above where it is crossed by Deep Run. Here it remained, 

under an almost continuous shower of shot and shell without becoming actively engaged except 

upon the skirmish line, until the night of the 15th, when it re-crossed the river, the army at the 

same time retiring, and went into camp near White Oak Church. Late in December, Lieutenant 

Colonel Filbert was honorably discharged, Major Lessig being subsequently promoted to 

succeed him. 

On the 16th of January 1863, the regiment moved to Belle Plain Landing on fatigue duty, retiring 

on the 19th, and on the 20th joined the column in its movement upon the Mud March. Returning 

to the old campgrounds of the brigade near White Oak Church on the 25th, the regiment 

remained until the 1st of February, when, with the exception of companies C and K, it was 

detached, and sent to Windmill Point on heavy fatigue duty [to unload coal barges]. Here, subject 

to the orders of General Patrick, Provost Marshall General of the Army, it was engaged in 

constant service until the 1st of March, when it again re-joined the brigade. Colonel Cake 

received his first leave of absence since entering the service, in January 1863, resigned March 

12th, and his resignation was accepted on the 2nd of May following. The command of the 

regiment then devolved on Lieutenant Colonel Lessig. 

Towards the close of April, the army having been thoroughly re-organized under General 

Hooker, stood ready for the order to advance on the Chancellorsville campaign. To the Sixth 

Corps, now under command of General Sedgwick, was assigned the part to advance by way of 

Fredericksburg and Marye's Heights. At two o'clock on the afternoon of the 28th of April the 

brigade occupied Stafford Heights. On the night of the 29th, following closely Russell's Brigade, 

it passed over the Rappahannock at Franklin's Crossing, and with slight lose occupied the 

enemy's works on the Bernard Farm. On the morning of the 3rd of May, the regiment was sent 

out by General Brooks to clear the front of the enemy's sharpshooters, who were annoying the 

Union artillerists posted beyond the Bowling Green Road, in front of the Bernard Mansion. This 

order was successfully executed, but not without stubborn resistance, the regiment losing five 

killed and eighteen wounded. After the capture of Marye's Heights-which was handsomely 

accomplished by Newton's and Howe's divisions-Brooks' Division, which had been held in 

reserve, now advanced,-with the exception of the 27th New York, left behind for guard and 

observation,-and took the lead in pursuit of the retreating enemy. In the vicinity of Salem 

Church, Bartlett's Brigade was drawn up, and advanced in line of battle on the left of the road, 

Torert's Jersey Brigade on the right, Russell's Brigade, with the artillery, moving upon the road 

in reserve, ready to act as occasion might require. It was known that the enemy was in the woods 

beyond, but it was supposed to be the rear guard of his retreating column, and the information 

had been derived from rebel deserters, doubtless sent back to mislead the Union generals, that his 

trains had fallen into hopeless confusion and could be easily captured. Without stopping to shell 

the woods or develop the enemy's strength, Brooks' Division was pushed forward, on the very 

heels of the skirmishers, until it came suddenly upon three divisions of the rebel army,-most of 
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which had been sent back from Chancellorsville,-drawn up in ambush, awaiting the advance of 

the Union column. The surprise was complete, and the division with its support was driven back, 

suffering grievous slaughter. The loss in the regiment, including that at the Bowling Green Road, 

was sixteen killed, fifty-seven wounded and twenty missing. Lieutenant Alexander Allison was 

among the mortally wounded. Unable to hold the ground the corps retired by Banks' Ford, and at 

midnight of the 4th of May, the regiment bivouacked on the heights overlooking the ford. The 

Twenty-third New Jersey having been left to cover the ford and remove the pontoons, unable to 

accomplish the work, the Ninety-sixth was sent to take its place, and successfully performed the 

duty. Relieved by the cavalry on the 8th, it re-joined the brigade, and again went into camp near 

White Oak Church. About the middle of May, the term of service of the Sixteenth and Twenty-

seventh New York regiments having expired, they were mustered out, and the Ninety-fifth 

Pennsylvania and Thirty-first New York, of Russell's command, were transferred to the brigade. 

A few days later General Brooks was ordered to the command of the Department of the 

Allegheny, headquarters at Pittsburg, and General H. G. Wright succeeded him in command of 

the division. 

Early in June, great activity being manifested by the rebel army, the Sixth Corps was again 

ordered to cross the Rappahannock, for a reconnaissance in force. At two P.M. on the 6th, the 

brigade occupied Stafford Heights, and at evening passed over at Franklin's Crossing. Extensive 

earthworks were thrown up all along the line of the Bernard Plantation, from Deep Run Ravine 

to a point beyond the ruins of the Bernard Mansion. Continuous skirmishing was kept up with 

occasional artillery practice. From supporting the Fifth U.S. Battery, the regiment was sent on 

the 7th to picket the Deep Run Ravine. Here it remained under a continuous fire until relieved by 

the Forty-ninth, and One Hundred and Nineteenth Pennsylvania regiments, and late at night on 

the 10th it returned to Stafford Heights, where, on the following day, in presence of nearly the 

entire division, a beautiful silk flag, the gift of friends in Schuylkill county, was presented by a 

committee of citizens. Early on the morning of the 12th, the brigade was sent out on picket, 

covering the country from the Rappahannock nearly to the Potomac. At nine o'clock on the 

evening of the 13th the regiment was withdrawn from the picket line, and re-joining the brigade 

at White Oak Church, started on the ever memorable Gettysburg campaign. With only short 

intervals of rest the movement continued until the afternoon of July 2nd, when at the moment of 

great peril in the battle, as the veterans of Longstreet, massed upon the extreme left, were 

doubling up and driving the corps of Sickles, it arrived upon the field. Foot sore and weary, the 

men were at once formed, and with scarcely a moment's'rest, were pushed forward upon the right 

of the road leading out to the Peach Orchard, to a slight elevation, on the right and front of Little 

Round Top, and took position behind a stone fence which it held with slight loss until the close 

of the battle. 

On the morning of the 5th of July the Sixth Corps started in pursuit of the enemy. Prisoners were 

taken at every turn, and the enemy's rear guard was closely pressed, compelling him to open 

frequently with his artillery. The sufferings in this pursuit were intense. The crossing of Cotoctin 

Mountain, along a by-road, at night, and in the midst of a terrific thunderstorm, will ever be 

remembered for its hardships. On the 10th the regiment, with two companies of the One Hundred 

and Twenty-first, skirmished in the advance along the Funkstown Road, and drove the rear of the 

enemy, after stubborn resistance, across the Antietam at Claggett's'Mills. In this skirmish, and 
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subsequently, while upon the picket line in front of Hagerstown, the regiment lost several 

wounded. 

Without coming to battle the enemy escaped into Virginia, and the Union army followed. After 

successive marchings and countermarchings, the brigade in the latter part of July, was detached 

from the division and sent to New Baltimore, where it was employed in picketing and scouting, 

and the usual rounds of drill and parade. On the 4th of September rebel guerrillas made a 

midnight decent upon General Bartlett's headquarters. The regiment was at the time on picket, 

and in the encounter three of its number were wounded, the enemy being quickly routed. On the 

15th of September the command left New Baltimore, and moved to Warrenton, where it entered 

on Meade's Rapidan Campaign, returning from Centreville to the vicinity of Warrenton on the 

20th of October. Here it remained until the 7th of November, when, with the command, it moved 

to Rappahannock Station, the brigade supporting Russell in the battle, which ensued. The loss 

was one severely, and several slightly wounded. The command went into camp near the 

confluence of the Aestham with the Rappahannock, and with the exception of the movement to 

Mine Run, and in support of the cavalry in the reconnaissance to Robertson's River, it remained 

in quarters here during the winter, a considerable number of the regiment re-enlisting, in the 

meantime, as veteran volunteers. 

On the 4th of May 1864, the brigade broke up winter-quarters and crossing the Rapidan, joined 

in the Battle of the Wilderness. It was almost constantly engaged in skirmishing during the five 

succeeding days, and on the 10th of May took part in the charge of the twelve picked regiments 

of the Sixth Corps on the enemy's works. The loss in the command was very heavy, Captain 

Edward Thomas being among the mortally wounded. On the 12th, at the salient known as the 

Slaughter Pen, in front of Spotsylvania, the fragment of the regiment remaining, with the 

division decimated as it was, held the position from early dawn until late at night, exposed during 

the whole time to a fire of musketry, which for severity, has few parallels in the history of 

warfare. So incessant was the shower of missiles, that tress over a foot in diameter, were cut off 

by the constant stroke of bullets. The loss in this series of engagements was thirty-three killed, 

one hundred and thirteen wounded, and thirty-nine missing, of whom the greater part were 

subsequently ascertained to have been killed. Remaining in the vicinity until the 14th, under 

almost continuous fire, the command moved to Bleak Hill, where, as at Salem Church, the 

division was pushed against the enemy in force; but soon finding itself overpowered, rapidly 

retired, some of the general officers making a narrow escape. 

Upon reaching Cold Harbor, the brigade to which the Second Connecticut Heavy Artillery had 

been added, stormed and carried a portion of the enemy's works in front of the Cold Harbor 

House, sustaining heavy loss. It was here that acting Adjutant John T. Hannum received his 

mortal wound. From Cold Harbor the brigade moved to the James, bivouacking on Taylor's 

Plantation, and moving hence by water to Bermuda Hundred. Crossing the Appomattox it moved 

up to the Petersburg front, arriving on the 19th of June. Here the regiment was employed in 

building breast works, picketing, sharpshooting, with occasional charges upon the enemy's 

works, involving sharp fighting. On the 29th it took part in the descent upon the Weldon 

Railroad, in which a considerable portion of the track was completely destroyed. 
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Remaining in front of Petersburg until July 10th, the brigade, in company with a part of the 

corps, marched to City Point, whence it moved by transport to Washington. Upon its arrival it 

was at once put upon the track of Early, who, with a considerable body of the rebel army, was 

threatening Washington. With the Army of the Shenandoah the regiment participated in all the 

operations in the Valley up to September 22nd, when, its term of service had expired, leaving a 

battalion composed of the veterans and recruits, which was subsequently consolidated with the 

Ninety-fifth Regiment, it withdrew from the front at Strasburg, and took up the line of march for 

Harper's Ferry, convoying thither a train of ambulances filled with the wounded. Proceeding by 

way of Baltimore and Harrisburg it reached Pottsville on the 26th, and on the evening of that day 

received at the hands of the citizens, a most flattering public welcome. On the 21st of October, at 

Hestonville, in West Philadelphia, it was paid and finally mustered out of service. 

 Source: Bates, Samuel P. History of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-5. vol. III. Harrisburg: B. 

Singerly, State Printer, 1869. 



 21 

Battles Fought 

Battle at Gaines' Mill, Virginia on 27 June 1862 

Battle at Crampton's Gap, Maryland on 14 September 1862 

Battle at Antietam, Maryland on 17 September 1862 

Battle at Chancellorsville, Virginia on 03 May 1863 

Battle at Fredericksburg, Virginia on 03 May 1863 

Battle at Salem Heights, Virginia on 03 May 1863 

Battle at White Plains, Virginia on 25 July 1863 

Battle at While On Picket on 05 September 1863 

Battle at Centreville, Virginia on 16 October 1863 

Battle on 09 November 1863 

Battle on 19 November 1863 

Battle on 14 December 1863 

Battle at Wilderness, Virginia on 05 May 1864 

Battle at Wilderness, Virginia on 07 May 1864 

Battle at Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia on 09 May 1864 

Battle at Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia on 10 May 1864 

Battle at Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia on 12 May 1864 

Battle at Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia on 14 May 1864 

Battle at Spotsylvania, Virginia on 18 May 1864 

Battle at Spotsylvania Court House, Virginia on 20 May 1864 

Battle at Cold Harbor, Virginia on 01 June 1864 

Battle at Cold Harbor, Virginia on 03 June 1864 

Battle on 08 June 1864 

Battle on 21 July 1864 

Battle on 21 August 1864 
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Name Rank 
Date of Muster 

into Sevice 
Term- 

Years 
Remarks 

Henry L. Cake Col. Sept. 23, '61 3 Resigned March 12, '63. 

Jacob G. Frick Lt. Col. Sept. 23, '61 3 
Promoted to Col. 129th PVI, July 

29, '62. 

Peter A. Filbert " Sept. 23, '61 3 
Promoted from Capt. Co. B, July 

30, '62 - discharged. Dec. 22, '62. 

William H. Lessig " Sept. 23, '61 3 

Promoted from Capt. Co. C to 

Major, Sept. 15, '62 - to Lt. Col., 

Dec. 23, '62 - com. Col., Mar. 

13, '63 - not mustered - mustered 

out with reg., Oct. 21, '64. 

Lewis J. Martin Major Sept. 23, '61 3 
Killed at Crampton's Gap, Md., 

Sept. 14, '62. 

Levi Huber " Sept. 23, '61 3 
Promoted from Capt. Co. B, Jan. 

18, '64 - mustered out with reg., 

Oct. 21, '64. 

M. Edgar Richards Adj. Sept. 23, '61 3 

Aide de Camp to Gen. Bartlett 

from June 14, '62, to Sept. 22, 

'64 - mustered out with reg., Oct. 

21, '64. 

John T. Hannum " Sept. 23, '61 3 

Promoted from 1st Lt. Co. D, 

Dec. 27, '62 - died June 7, '64, of 

wounds received at Cold Harbor, 

Va. 

Charles Sailor Q.M. Sept. 23, '61 3 Resigned July 14, '62. 

John A. Schweers " Sept. 23, '61 3 
Promoted from Q.M. Sgt., July 

15, '62 - mustered out with reg., 

Oct. 21, '64. 

Daniel W. Bland Surg. Oct. 12, '61 3 
Mustered out with reg., Oct. 21, 

'64. 

Washington G. 

Nugent 
As. Surg. Oct. 12, '61 3 

Promoted to Surgeon 126th PVI, 

Sept. 12, '62. 

John R. Shamo " July 15, '62 3 Resigned Aug. 12, '63. 

William H. Egle " Sept. 12, '62 3 Resigned March 9, '63. 

Samuel B. Light " Oct. 18, '63 ... 
Mustered out with reg., Oct. 21, 

'64. 

Samuel F. Colt Chapln. Sept. 23, '61 3 Resigned July 11, '62. 

John Harlan, Jr. Sgt. Maj. Sept. 23, '61 3 Promoted to 2d Lt. Co. A, Sept. 

http://www.geocities.com/g96thpvi/cake.jpg
http://www.geocities.com/g96thpvi/martin.jpg
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28, '62. 

Joseph F. Dengler " Sept. 23, '61 3 

Promoted from Sgt. Co. A, Sept. 

28,'62 - discharged Jan. 20, '63, 

for wounds received at Gaines' 

Mill Va., June 27, '62. 

Edward J. Philips " Sept. 23, '61 3 
Promoted from private Co. C, 

Jan. 20,'63 - to Capt. Co. F, Jan. 

6, '64. 

Smith Dalrymple " Aug. 2, '62 3 
Promoted from private Co. F, 

Jan. 9, '64 - transferred to Co. F, 

July 25, '64. 

James M. Treichler " Sept. 24, '61 3 
Promoted from Sgt. Co. H, July 

25, '64 - transferred to 95th PVI, 

Oct. 18, '64 - Vet. 

Ga'l Schollenberger Q.M. Sgt. Sept. 23, '61 3 
Promoted from Cpl. Co. C, July 

15, '62 - mustered out with reg., 

Oct. 21, '64. 

Jonas J. Dampman 
Com. 

Sgt. 
Sept. 23, '61 3 

Mustered out with reg., Oct. 21, 

'64. 

John Rogers Hsp. St. Sept. 23, '61 3 
Discharged on Surgeon's 

certificate, Dec. 4, '63. 

Nicholas J. Rehr 
Pnc. 

Mus. 
Aug. 27, '61 3 

Discharged by General Order, 

July, '62. 

Horace G. 

Wallbridge 
" Aug. 27, '61 3 

Discharged by General Order, 

July, '62. 

John P. Brennan " Sept. 23, '61 3 
Promoted from private Co. E, 

April 10, '64 - transferred to 95th 

PVI, Oct. 18, '64 - Vet. 
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By Cpl. Stu Richards 

Harpers Ferry muskets, Austrian muskets, Enfields, Towers, and Springfields were all used by 

the 96th Pennsylvania during its three years in the Army of the Potomac. All of these arms are 

written about in diaries, letters, and company ordnance returns. When and where each of these 

arms was utilized is another interesting aspect of the history of the 96th. 

According to Bates, the 96th received their first arms at the arsenal in Washington where the 

regiment was encamped at Kendall Green outside of Washington. Sgt. Lewis Luckenbill wrote in 

his diary on Thursday, November 14, 1861: "We was marched to the arsenal to receive our 

arms." In another interesting account from David Ward's thesis on the 96th, an observer states: 

"The regiment received Harpers Ferry muskets, but could only take them if they promised to use 

the arms for drill only. Later they could exchange them for the latest approved muskets." This 

statement creates some interesting speculation. Were these muskets so old and dangerous that 

they posed a serious danger to the shooter if fired, or were they just incapable of firing? I guess 

we will never know for sure. This musket was probably the old 1842 as was also issued to the 

5th Wisconsin in Washington in early August. Pvt. James Anderson remembers "We received 

old Harpers Ferry muskets, the first arms we received. Many of the men were disappointed and 

refused to take them and got into the guard house for their pains." Needless to say the 96th used 

their Harpers ferry muskets for 55 days until they turned them in for the latest approved musket, 

the Austrian rifle musket. On January 7, 1862 at Camp Northumberland, Sgt. Luckenbill again 

penned in his diary a short note: "Received new Austrian muskets." This Austrian musket was 

probably the Austrian "Lorenz" rifle musket. The Lorenz, or 1854 model, was the most widely 

used of the Austrian imports and was probably .54 caliber, being the most common of calibers 

used. Its weight was eight pounds and it was almost 53 inches long. Another mention of the 

Austrian rifle comes again from David Ward's thesis, stating that the Schuylkill Countians 

exchanged their old Harpers Ferry smoothbores for new Austrian made rifle muskets. Although 

the men liked the appearance of the new weapon, they believed that only a test in battle would 

prove their worth. That test would come on May 7, 1862 at West Point on the Peninsula, where 

the 96th would have its first major engagement, and then again on June 27, 1862 at Gaines Mill 

in a fierce battle. In all of these engagements, the Austrian rifle musket was used. After these 

battles, the 96th was employed in picket and fatigue duties. When on the 21st of July, 1862, Sgt. 

Luckenbill wrote: "Today we received our new arms the English rifle." And Ward's thesis gives 

the location of the exchange: "The regiment moved their camp at Harrison's Bar, there the 

Schuylkill Countians exchanged their Austrian muskets for new Enfield rifles." From mid July 

on through the engagements at Crampton's Gap, Antietam, Gettysburg, Salem Heights, 

Spotsylvania, and finally their muster out on September 22, 1864, the 96th used the Enfield rifle. 

While looking over some ordnance returns for Company C, I came across an invoice for two 

Springfields, 30 Enfields, and four Towers dated October 1, 1862. I mentioned this to Sgt. John 

Morrow at one of the Roundtable meetings, and it brought up some interesting questions as to 
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what type of musket was a Tower. Were they just another issue of the Enfield, or some other 

type of weapon? Sgt. Morrow thought the Towers were the short two band Enfields, and would 

be carried by NCO's because of their ease of carrying at shoulder arms. Well, apparently Sgt. 

Morrow was correct, because on further examination of later ordnance returns from March 1863, 

the four Tower muskets previously mentioned were now called Short Enfield rifles .577 caliber. 

Also I found a statement of losses for Company C after the fight at Salem Heights. It states that 

six Enfields and two Towers were lost in battle. Both Towers (short Enfields) were charged to 

two NCO's who were killed in the fight. 

Finally to put the Tower, short Enfield story to rest, the remaining two Towers in Company C 

were exchanged on June 12, 1863, making all arms on hand Enfields. As for the two Springfields 

carried on the returns, who knows, maybe they were picked up on the field, or even issued for 

some reason. I have yet been able to find out. However, they were also turned in on June 12, 

1863. 
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